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Bentsen offers outdoor exercise options
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park offers a wide variety of outdoor activities to burn off a few
calories as well as leisure activities that attract thousands each year.
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Traditionally state parks offer a
wide array of activities and attractions for everyone and can provide
an excellent and economical way to
stay fit as well.
Hiking, jogging or bicycling along
the winding trails of the 587.7-acre
Bentsen-Río Grande Valley State
Park, located along the Río Grande
in Mission, is enough to test anyone’s stamina, But the feel of the
outdoors is nothing that can be
duplicated in the confines of a gym.
The four miles of road in the subtropical park provide a better view
than a treadmill in an air-conditioned
gym, and a gym would cost anywhere from $25 to $100 a month for
the use of
often cramped facilities. In addition, the changing scenery and sights
around the park are enough to distract you from a workout so that you
won’t know if you’ve jogged, biked
or hiked one mile or four since there
are no clocks, timers, or people waiting in line behind you to use a
machine.
This type of exercise combined

with the outdoors is a bit off the
beaten path, but it is a nice change
of pace.
"We have a lot of bikers and sometimes I have to slow them down,"
Park Manager and UTPA alumnus
Ray Ortiz said. "They like the winding roads."
Ortiz, a native of Peñitas and a La
Joya High School graduate (1968),
joined the Marine Corps; he was
wounded in Vietnam and came home
in 1970.
Upon his return to the Valley,
Ortiz went to work at the park where
he decided to make it a career. He
enrolled at UTPA and graduated in
1974.
One of the leisure sports that can
be enjoyed at Bentsen State Park is
fishing and boating.
The park counts with a boat
launch although the water is currently too low to support more than
canoes or motorcraft under 12 horsepower.
The resaca is 15 to 20 feet below
level now, despite a decent
spring/summer rainfall.
The park stocks the resaca, also
known as an abandoned river branch,
with bass. It used to be part of the

Río Grande in the 1800s. Currently,
the park is offering fishing without a
license within Bentsen Park through
Aug. 28, 2004.
In addition, the park is also one of
the top 10 areas in the country for
bird watching and is a future home
of part of the World Birding Center,
which encompasses nine municipalities throughout the Valley.
There are approximately over 300
species of birds that migrate to the
area. Ortiz likes to think of the
Valley as a rest stop for the migrating birds.
"It’s just on the way," he noted.
"It’s a perfect place for migration."
Camping has been one of the
many offerings at the park, although
that is changing.
The park is becoming more of
nature preserve and has done away
with RV camping. There are only 10
camp sites for tent camping available.
The park’s move in this direction
was spurred by the need to protect
the land and the unique species of
animals found there.
"Most people think of state parks

See BENTSEN page 14
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EVALUATING EVALUATIONS
Faculty Senate survey results bandied about
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
The 2003 Faculty Senate
evaluations of administrators are
out and the numbers are not
pretty. But do the numbers mean
what the respondents think they
mean? Or are the high-level
administrators being critiqued
failing to take heed of legitimate
faculty criticism?
The University of Texas-Pan
American Faculty Senate is a
group of full-time faculty who
get together and confront issues
and/or problems with
administration.
Every three years, the Senate

distributes a faculty evaluation of
administrators where 25
statements rated in five different
categories reflect faculty opinions
on the current administration and
its work. It is in the form of a
questionnaire, which goes only to
full-time faculty. It asks opinions
on trust and morale, and about
the faculty views on how
effective administrator
communication is.
Administrators being evaluated
are the president, provost, and
each dean of the six colleges.
Their numbers for this year
include: 40 percent are not
satisfied with the performance of
President Miguel A. Nevarez; for

Kevin Mitchell takes a shot against Schreiner in 2002.

See COLONIA page 2
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Former Bronc standout
Kevin Mitchell had a
tremendous two-year stint
at The University of
Texas-Pan American, but
he is now realizing that
basketball at the next
level is strictly a business.
After graduating from
Pan Am in the spring of
2003, the Central Texas
native remained in the
Valley to polish up his
game and give the pro
level a shot. He did not
realize at this point what
an emotional roller coaster ride he was in for.
Mitchell was given a
shot at the pros when he
received a tryout from a
semi-pro team in
Matamoros, located

aren’t doing the right
across the border from
thing."
Brownsville, in in the
Mitchell made a road
state of Tamaulipas. The
trip with
organithe team
zation
and played
liked
It’s pretty bad
very well.
what it
out there, people
His team
saw and
will backstab
lost all
kept him
you. You know it
three road
on the
is a business to
games, but
roster.
them, and it is
he scored
But he
all about
24, 12, and
soon
money.
28 points.
found
Matamoros
out that
- Kevin Mitchell
was only
trust is
carrying
rare in
two
pro
Americans on the roster
sports.
and was anxiously await"It’s pretty bad out
ing the arrival of the rest
there, people will backstab you. You know it is a of their players.
He knew that nothing
business to them, and it is
was stable in this busiall about money,"
ness, but he figured with
Mitchell said. "They will
performances like the
do whatever they can to
ones he’d had, there was
make money, even if they

nothing to worry about.
However, that was not the
case.
"They released me and
another American even
though I was averaging
over 20 points a game,"
Mitchell said.
The team is now under
new ownership and play
has improved, but seemingly not enough to justify getting rid of a player
who produces 20 points a
game.
The owners have been
in contact with the guard,
but Mitchell is still
exploring his options.
Another ex-Bronc, Mire
Chatman, also found the
going tough after leaving
UTPA.
"I might go back there
or I might end up going to

See MITCHELL page 14
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TWO YEARS LATER:

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

Bird watching is the main attraction at Bentsen State Park.

Matamoros cuts Mitchell,
learns hoops is all business
By MATT HALL
The Pan American

FACULTY SENATE EVALUATION QUESTION

Rodolfo Arevalo, provost/vice
president for academic affairs, 58
percent expressed the same
negative sentiment.
There is a catch. Numbers have
shown that faculty response to
the evaluations has been low. Out
of 476 full-time faculty only 211
took time to complete the survey.
That response rate calls into
question the reliability of the
study. Usually, 60 percent is the
rate that such research shoots for.
However, the numbers also show
that those faculty members who
did complete the evaluation gave
the administrators a low ranking.

Sept. 11 dawns in time of turmoil
By MARITZA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Two unnamed UTPA campus officers lower the American flag.

Questions remain. Memories also.
Sometimes fears.
It has been two years since the
nation was rudely awakened by the
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The world
watched in astonishment as the World
Trade Centers went to the ground in
flames. Nearly 3,000 lives were lost
and Americans stood in disbelief as
terrorism hit the homeland.
Like with the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy in 1963,
few will forget where they were and
what they were doing when the news
hit.
"It was a surreal moment," said 20year-old Christina Harris. "I thought
the worst, I was worried other places
would get hit."
Harris, a junior advertising major at
UTPA, found out about the attacks on
the radio while driving to campus.
Like many students making their way
to their to class that morning, Harris
didn't know details about what had
happened until she got a chance to
watch the news.
Sophomore Carla Pena recalls
watching the events unfold through a
New York-based television station.
"I was shocked and amazed," said

“

It was a surreal moment. I thought
the worst, I was worried other
places would get hit.
- Christina Harris,
UTPA junior

Pena. "Someone finally targeted us
and pulled it off. People were frantic
and scared they weren't acting,” she
added.
Now it is two years later, and the
remembrances today will be many.
From solemn parades to flag
ceremonies and moments of silence,
the nation today recalls a startling
moment which changed things forever
according to many observers.
This event altered the attitudes of
many people around the country. After
the terrorist attack, red, white, and
blue decorated homes, cars, and cities
as if on a reflex. The nation seemed
defensive and defiant. Patriotism rose
to a new level and U.S. foreign
political relationships became intense.
Americans now realized that even a

“
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"superpower" like the United States is
vulnerable to terrorist attacks.
Since 9/11 the United States has
taken a more aggressive attitude
toward protecting the nation and
dealing with foreign enemies. Antiterrorism and preventing dangerous
weapons from getting into the wrong
hands have become primary foreign
policy goals. The war in Iraq wound
down recently but the peace has been
somewhat warlike. Having our troops
fighting in foreign lands like
Afghanistan and Iraq makes a good
portion of the country uncomfortable,
but polls still reflect a majority of
citizens in favor of the efforts.
Still, these policies have not met

See 9/11 page 11
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Professor addresses article
To the Editor:
I applaud Omaira Galarza's article on
anxiety for bringing attention to a topic that
affects many students. However, I would
like to comment on a couple of issues that
the article addressed.
Firstly, the term psychosomatic is used to
imply that the problem may not be real. The
term psychosomatic refers to the influence
of the mind on the body, thus mental stress
may exacerbate or generate physical
conditions such as cardiovascular disease or
certain skin disorders.
The division of mind and body is believed
by many to be quite artificial: think of a
time when an embarrassing thought made
the capillaries in your cheeks dilate (you
blushed). That in no way discredits the

letters
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notion that a minority of students might
feign anxiety to manipulate, but this is a
separate issue from whether genuine anxiety
is psychosomatic in the sense that it is not
real.
I might mention that I currently teach a
course on mind-body interactions, which
goes into considerably greater detail into
these issues, and Dr. Etzel Cardeña teaches
a graduate course on hypnosis, an area that
exemplifies the intimate connection between
psychological processes such as beliefs and
attitudes, and physiological responses.
With reference to the discussion of drug
treatments, particularly Paxil, researchers
reported this summer that Paxil may
increase the risk of suicide-related behaviors
in children and adolescents under eighteen
years of age.
Prior research has indicated that Paxil is

editorials

■

cartoons

no more effective than sugar pills in the
treatment of childhood depression and is
thus not FDA approved for such use. Still,
off label prescriptions are still made at the
discretion of physicians.
Even given these results it is important
not to abruptly stop such medications. There
is no current evidence to suggest that these
risks carry over to adults or other SSRIs
(selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors)
such as Prozac and Zoloft.
For more information about this, you can
access the FDAs website at:
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/paxil
/default.htm

GARBAGE TIME

Area struggles with recycling problems
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With all the focus that has
been created surrounding the
war in Iraq, the fight for Texas
redisticting, and even the
wedding of Ben and J Lo,
society often forgets about the
life that is right in front of them.
This includes the major issue of
practicing envronmental
conservations. Some places like
the city of Austin, have been
practicing recycling for decades.
Yet in the Rio Grande Valley,
there seems to be a lack of
participation in the practice.
The landfill north of Edinburg
filled up way ahead of schedule,
and the trash continues to pour
in. Meanwhile, in some places
like Austin, citizens have

practiced sound environmental
conservation for decades since
the 1960s by recycling their
garbage or by making it easier
for maintenance workers to do
so.
Something is holding the
Valley back from making
effective use of recycling.
Ramiro Gomez,
superintendent of the Edinburg
landfill operations, says that
even though the city of Edinburg
is attempting to increase the
amount of recycling, it will be a
while before that comes into
effect.
“Right now, there are outreach
programs such as the 20/20
environment committee, and
education in elementary schools,
and a minor program at UTPA,”
Gomez said. “However, the

Readers with disabilities may
request an alternative format of
this publication
at The Pan
American business office.
For special assistance to attend
any event listed
in this publication, contact the
coordinator of the
event at least one
week prior to the
advertised date.
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
Bulldozers move debris at the landfill north of Edinburg.

The Lady Broncs off to best start despite
losing in five games to Texas State
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
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I think the culture of the Rio Grande
Valley has to do a lot with lack of
individual recycling. People tend to be
materialistic and buy what they want
and then just throw it away without
thinking about recycling.
- Ramiro Gomez,
Superintendent of the Edinburg landfill operations

process of educating the
community about the procedures
of recycling is going to take
time to reach every individual.
Then to follow through with the
proper recycling is going to be
on the shoulders of the
individual.”
When recycling, there usually
is separation of glass, plastic,
aluminum and other materials
into their own tubs so they can
be recycled separately.
Afterward individuals must
make sure to clean the materials
or else they could damage the
entire mass at the recycling
center. Milk still in a container
or food stuck to a tin may go
unnoticed by the time they enter
the recycling machine, therefore
causing the materials to be
unacceptable.
There is a definite lack of
knowledge about recycling here,
and as a result the individual
tubs collected by municipal
workers in other, larger cities
have not been approved yet.
“It’s definitely a long-term
plan, and we’ve actually looked
into it, but we are going through

the process of education so that
people don’t throw everything
they can into those blue tubs,”
Gomez said.
At the moment, the city of
Mcallen only recycles 14
percent of all waste compared to
a much higher rate in Austin.
Some people have their
explanations for why the area
does not do as well a job at this
as others.
“I think the culture of the Rio
Grande Valley has to do a lot
with lack of individual
recycling,” Gomez said. “People
tend to be materialistic and buy
what they want and then just
throw it away without thinking
about recycling. It’s been like
that for so long and it doesn’t
seem to carry many
consequences, so they continue
doing it.”
Some point to the size of the
cities in the Valley as a possible
reason for the slow growth of
recycling popularity. Often in
larger cities, progressive ideas
have a tendency to take root

See RECYCLING page 12
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UTPA loses in five, TCU tourney next

Grant Benham, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Dept. Psychology and Anthropology
University of Texas - Pan American

“
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Heather Bravo slams a shot past a Bobcat defender.

Lady Bronc volleyball season will
resume this weekend
with the team traveling
to Fort Worth to compete in the Texas
Christian University
Adidas Invitational - a
two-day, three-game
tournament against
TCU, Arkansas State,
and Arkansas-Pine
Bluff.
The Lady Broncs, at
3-5, are off to their
best start in three seasons will look toward
this weekend’s action
as a means to strengthen that record.
Head coach Dave
Thorn is pleased with
the results he has seen
thus far from his predominantly freshman
squad.
“It’s always tough
with freshman,” Thorn

said. “But they’ve
been playing especially well.”
The Lady Broncs are
coming off a 3-2
defeat at the hands of
the Texas State-San
Marcos team at home
on Tuesday.
They won the first
and fourth matches
against the Lady
Bobcats, but were
unable to take control
of the decisive fifth
match to claim the
home victory.
“Texas State is a
well coached team,
and it was an exciting
game,” Thorn said.
Though the defeat
was unfortunate, and a
tough loss, it did show
some areas in which
the Lady Broncs must
improve in order to be
successful.
“We didn’t do as
good a job of blocking
as we needed to,”
Thorn said. “We

missed a lot of blocks
and had to rely on our
back row defense too
often.”
Heather Bravo, who
led the Lady Broncs
with 18 digs came up
with a nice spike to
silence a three-point
run midway through
the final game, but the
Lady Broncs could not
come back from an 0-3
opening to the Bobcats
and lost the fifth
match 15-10.
Last season the Lady
Broncs faced TCU in
the Fieldhouse, and
fell in a similar fivematch series. Thorn
hopes that this season
the outcome will be
different.
“We’re going to use
pretty much the same
lineup as we did in
Tuesday’s match
against TCU,” Thorn
said. “We’re just going
to have to step up our
game.”

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Jaclyn Muszynski drills a hard shot over the net.

New coaches arrive for tennis and golf
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
This season will see
changes at both the helms
of the men’s golf and tennis programs, as two head
coaches relocate to fill
positions at UTPA.
After a lengthy search
and application process
UTPA has named Eduardo
Provencio head coach of
Bronc tennis - a position
left open when Todd
Chapman relocated to
Ennis. And Drew Scott has
been named as head golf
coach, and will replace
Mark Gaynor who left
UTPA to head coach last
year’s Division II
Champions the Francis
Marion University Swamp
Foxes.
The search for the new
head coaches involved a
national advertising campaign through mediums
such as the NCAA News
and other sport specific
publications; a local
advertisement campaign;
an internal search; and a
system of networking with
well known and respected
members of college athletic programs, according to
UTPA Director of

just someone who is there
Athletics William
during practice and conWeidner.
tests.”
“The search involved a
Student athlete’s well
lengthy process,” Weidner
being and opinions were
said. “We didn’t want to
such strong factors in the
leave any stone unturned.
search
We wanted
to fill
as strong a
the
pool of cancoachdidates as we
I think I’m a
ing
could find.”
voids,
According
little harder
that in
to Weidner
the
the criteria
on the
case
used in
students than
of the
recruiting
tennis
each head
they’re used
procoach
gram,
included a
to.
athstrong track
- Eduardo Provencio
letes
record in
Head Tennis Coach
were
regards to
past athletic
allowed an interview
programs, but the univerprocess - in a classroom
sity was also interested in
an individual who placed a setting - where they were
able to ask questions
high priority on academic
about the coaching style
accomplishment, and an
and technique of - at that
individual who would be
time - potential head
available to student athcoach Eduardo Provencio.
letes in roles not strictly
The result of the large
limited to athletics.
scale search and lengthy
“We want to stress to
application process prostudent athletes that a
duced what Weidner
degree is the most imporbelieves are two highly
tant part of the program,”
qualified individuals who
Weidner said. “We want
compliment the athletic
coaches who care about
program which Weidner
the athletes as people not
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Eduardo Provencio, who
as head coach of
Metropolitan State College
in Denver lead his team to
four conference championships, and is coming out
of a season in which he
was named Rocky
Mountain Athletic
Conference Men’s and
Women’s Coach of the
Year.
Provencio, who learned
of the opening through a
mutual acquaintance of
TENNIS
Chapman’s, cited the
After leading the Broncs weather condition in the
Rio Grande Valley as one
to a 13-8 record, a second
of the big
place finish in
draws to relothe Southland
cating to
Conference,
UTPA.
and being
“I was talknamed the
ing to the golf
SLC head
coach yestercoach of the
day and I was
year last seasaying ‘We
son, Todd
should do great
Chapman
down here,”
stepped down
Provencio said.
as UTPA head
“When you
coach to take
Provencio
look at the
an assistance
average yearly
coach position
temperature
at Ennis High
being 78 degrees, those
School - an opportunity
conditions are perfect for
which allowed Chapman
outside sports.”
to be closer to his family.
For Provencio Denver,
To replace Chapman
albeit a great place to live,
UTPA has brought in
has headed for the past
five years.
“What we now have in
place is a program of outstanding people, coaches
and administrators, who
could work anywhere in
the country,” Weidner
said. “Are program is
gaining respect, and we
feel like we have everything in place to move forward.”

had a climate that got in
the way of outdoor games.
“You would have days
where you would get three
feet of snow,” Provencio
said. “Three days later it
would be 70 degrees outside. Sometimes you
would have indoor tournaments that would last until
2 a.m., because you were
forced to change venue
because of weather. But
that’s II-A tennis.”
As far as working with
his new crew of student
athletes Provencio is optimistic about this season’s
results.
“I think I’m a little
harder on the students
than they’re used to,”
Provencio said. “I’m looking for the same structure,
but a stronger caliber. The
women are looking pretty
strong, and I think the top
of the lineup is on par.”
GOLF
Underneath Mark
Gaynor the UTPA Bronc
golf program achieved its
first ever National
Championship victory,
when they walked away

See COACHES page 14
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BENTSEN

Entrance to Bentsen Park announces World Birding Center.

In the future, cars will
no longer be permitted
inside the park. Vehicles
will have to be parked outside the park entrance and
visitors will be trammed
in.
The new direction in
which Bentsen State Park
is headed should make it
more people- and naturefriendly, and it remains a
good place to enjoy the
outdoors and burn off
some calories in the
process. Just make sure to
bring along some insect
repellent.

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

The fish-cleaning area at Bentsen Park overlooking resaca.

continued from page 16

Zacatecas," Mitchell said.
Zacatecas, located in the
Mexican state of Zacatecas, is
about 12 hours south of the
border.
The team there expressed
interest in the former Bronc
after he lit them up for 24
points, but he has not been
able to get ahold of representatives due to the team’s travel
schedule.
Mitchell set many records at
UTPA while he wore the
orange-and-green.
He was named to the inaugural NCAA Division I-AAA
Athletic Director’s Association
Scholar-Athlete Team, one of
20 student-athletes honored.

Plus, he was named to the
Academic All-Region VI team
this season. Last year, the
Copperas Cove native was
named second team AllIndependent.
He led the Broncs in scoring
during the 2002-03 season,
averaging 14.7 points per
game, was tied for the team
lead with 48 steals, and was
second with 97 assists.
Mitchell broke the singleseason record by playing 1,072
minutes, and ranks fourth on
the all-time single-season list
with 79 three-point field goals
and 222 three-point attempts
during the 2002-03 season.
The 6-foot-3 guard also is

tied for fourth on the all-time
career list at UTPA with 134
three-point field goals, and is
fifth on the all-time career list
with 351 three-point attempts.
Mitchell does have some
advice he would like to give to
college seniors looking to play
at the next level.
"When you get into the business, just take care of your
business on the court. Be
stern," Mitchell advised. "And
make sure your contract is one
that is legally binding."
Mitchell is currently getting
some job interviews and wondering if he will ever get
another chance to play at that
level.

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

Former Bronc Kevin Mitchell defends against Southern University last season.

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

continued from page 15

from the National Minority
Championship in spring of
2002 victorious.
Last season the program
received moderate successes,
and looked to be on its way up.
When Gaynor accepted a
head coach position at Francis
Marion University, for reasons
which included being closer to
his family, he left an enticing
position as the head coach of a
Division I-A school, open for
golf instructors and coaches.
One of the would-be coaches
who pursued the position was
pro-golfer Drew Scott, who
had just completed his fourth
year on the
Canadian PGA tour.
Scott, who was
named twice as the
most valuable player of the year while
a student athlete at
Rice University in
Houston, learned
about the position
through NCAA.org
and took the necessary steps towards
Drew
securing the position.
It was announced that Scott
had landed the position Aug.
19, leaving Scott little time to
relocate to the Valley and work
with his team before the Fall
season opener on Sept. 8.

“I got down on the
29th,” Scott said. “We
basically had five days
to work before we had
our first tournament.”
In their first outing
under Scott - a tournament which was cut
short due to inclement
weather - the Broncs
took 12th of 14 teams,
but Scott believes their
chances of moving up
the ranks looked good
in the final round which
was canceled.
“We were real disappointed not to play, and
everybody
was really
eager to go
- Drew Scott, UTPA Golf Head Coach
out and perform,”
Scott said.
“There is a lot of uncertainty
“We really had a
right now from both sides,”
chance of moving
Scott said. “I’m uncertain of
up a few spots in
what they can do, and they
the final round.”
don’t know if I’m a good
Scott, who as a
coach. Hopefully after a while
one-time student
of practice we’ll both know
athlete knows how
what to expect.”
Scott
delicate the balance
Bronc Golf will resume on
can be between
Sept. 22 the Broncs traveling
traveling, studying, and playto Florence, NC to compete in
ing golf, is looking forward to
the Carolina First
this weeks break to work more
Intercollegiate tournament
with his team.
hosted by ex-head coach Mark
Scott says that the work is
Gaynor’s new team Francis
not limited to impressing style. Marion.

“

I’m uncertain
of what they
can do, and
they don’t know
if I’m a good
coach.
Hopefully after
a while of practice we’ll both
know what to
expect.

“

MITCHELL

as running water and
recreational areas," Ortiz
explained. "This is more
of a nature state park."
The park’s busy season
runs from October to
April, when 250,000 people descend on the park
for bird watching, camping, fishing, boating, hiking, and picnicking. Both
Winter Texans and locals
jam the park during this
season. However, Ortiz
commented that the park
had become too congested, which prompted the
changes and scalebacks.

Date
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 30
Sept. 2
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 6
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
Sept. 13
Sept. 13
Sept. 19-20
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 30
Oct. 2
Oct. 4
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 25
Oct. 31
Nov. 1
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

4
10
10
14
14
15
15

THE PAN AMERICAN

September 11, 2003

Page 3

Prop 12 vote Saturday politically important

continued from page 16
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Opponent
Lamar
North Texas
Lehigh
P. View A&M
Tulsa
SFA
Lou.-Laf.
SWT
TCU
Ark. State
Ark.-Pine Bluff
PV A&M Tourney
Incarnate Word
Texas A&M-Int.
TAMUK
NMSU
TAMUCC
Texas A&M-Int.
Alumni
IPFW
UTSA
Texas Southern
TAMUCC
UTEP
Liga Municipal Sel.
Reynosa
TAMUK
Prairie View A&M
Texas Southern
Northern Colorado
Utah Valley State
TAMUCC
IPFW

Site
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
A
H
A
A
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
H
H

Time
7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
12 noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
5 p.m.
TBA
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

H
A
A
A
A
A
A

7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.

Controversy. One word can drive a
person insane, place a wedge between
friends, or even turn a state upside
down; at least for the people who are
aware of the problem.
Saturday will mark the decision
about one of the controversies that
Texas has been dealing with publicly
for the last month. Though there are
22 proposed changes to amendments
in the state constitution. One such
proposition has leapt from the pile to
stand alone in recognition, proposition
12.
Proposition 12 states,“The
constitutional amendment concerning
civil lawsuits against doctors and
health care providers, and other
actions, authorizing the legislature to
determine limitations on noneconomic damages.” What this means
is that if passed, there will be
immediate authorization by the Texas
Legislature to limit non-economic
damages assessed against a provider
of medical or heath care; and after Jan
1, 2005 to limit awards in all other
types of cases.
On the surface, it basically boils
down to doctors vs. lawyers. The
former say frivolous and numerous
lawsuits have driven their malpractice
premiums sky-high. The latter claim
that higher premiums have more to do
with insurance companies and their
sinking profits than lawsuits. They are
afraid that citizens will lose out by
having decreased recourse in the event
of medical wrongdoing.
But there is a secondary issue that
has escaped the radar screen for the
most part.
The controversy centers on the
following three words included in

prop 12: “and other actions.” While
most believe Proposition 12 is for
medical malpractice cases, others say
that the words, “and other actions,”
will allow the proposition to apply to
(and protect) other entities that have
manufactured defective products.
Some of these products could include
Firestone tires, or even go as far as to
let drunken drivers, and dangerous
work sites be over protected under
Prop 12. Non-economic damages
include, mental anguish,
disfigurement, pain and suffering, and
physical impairment.
Samuel Freeman, political science
professor at UT Pan-American, says
that Proposition 12 is an extremely
regressive amendment. He believes
that most people do not realize that the
amendment is not limited simply to
medical malpractice law suits, but to
all court claims.
“This amendment is no more than
an insurance company
indemnification act which will
increase their profits,” Freeman said.
“Those who believe insurance rates
will fall, whether for medical
malpractice or liability insurance in
general will be sorely disappointed
when the rates do little more than
flicker, if that. The insurance
companies are interested in one thing
and one thing only, and that is
maximization of profit.”
Melissa Carroza, a senior political
science major, says she was upset
when she first learned about
Proposition 12, but was not surprised.
Carroza’s opinion is that Prop 12 is
headed by insurance companies
masking the amendment as a prop for
“saving our doctors” which is
propaganda.
“One question is, what about the
victims involved? They are the ones

that need protection from the
insurance giants,” Carroza said.
“They happily take our money when
the going is good; but, the moment a
claim is made, and they must pay
money out, they send their people to
Austin and lobby for help from the
politicians.”
Carroza gave the example of an
individual being involved in an auto
accident where the car catches fire
due to a faulty gas tank, and the
person is burned alive. The family of
that victim would be limited to a
certain ceiling ($750,000) of recovery
money. She feels that the amount
owed by the manufacturer who built
the faulty gas tank would be like a
slap on the hand.
On the other hand, there have been
a number of high-profile cases around
the country where ludicrous suits have
been filed, costing taxpayer money.
Supporters of Prop 12 say that suing
someone can end up being like
winning the lottery, and that if the
number of suits continues to increase,
someone eventually will go broke,
possibly the government.
There are other pro-Prop 12
reasonings.
Dr. Linda Villarreal, medical staff
member at Edinburg Regional
Medical Center, considers Proposition
12 a way to maintain public
availability of doctors.
“This proposition is designated to
limit the lawsuits that have reduced
medical services statewide,” Villarreal
said. “This is a real problem that has
to have an action taken to manage.”
Villarreal told of a doctor she knew
that was sued for malpractice and had
to attend trial, only to later find that
the plaintiff wanted to settle. This
particular plaintiff was awarded $14
million, leaving the lawyer to claim 40

percent of that figure.
“I have never seen lawyers work so
hard against something,” she said.
“When you look at it, the controversy
really surrounds the fact that they
[lawyers] would no longer have a say
in how much they receive in a trial.”
Villarreal also stated that she knows
that doctors will not leave the area in
as great a numbers if the proposition
passes. She says that argument is an
attempt to convince the public that
doctors are being rebellious against
their patients. This area has been a
hotbed for both suits and doctors
pulling up stakes and leaving.
“Right now, neurosurgeons will not
perform on you in the Valley out of
fear of being reprimanded in case of a
mistake.” Villareal said. “This
proposition will not only protect
doctors against a lawsuit from people
who develop an infection after surgery
and want to blame the surgeon, but it
also limits the insurance abuse.”
From still another angle, attorney
John Escamilla, for the law firm of
Rodriguez, Tovar and De los Santos,
insists that the controversy is about the
design the Legislature created when
coming up with this proposition.
Saturday, Sept. 13 marks an odd time
for such elections.
“By design, this proposition was
made to be voted upon not in
November when more voters come
out, but now, when fewer people
really care about voting for these
propositions,” Escamilla said. “Other
than the doctor and nursing staff that
will definitely be voting for this, there
isn’t really a large amount of people
heading out to vote.”
To counteract the argument
Villarreal made, Escamilla explained
how with the passing of the
proposition, people who will try to

obtain a collection in trial will receive
around $50,000 since lawyers will
receive 40 percent of the money, and
that amount isn’t guaranteed if there is
a decision to settle.
“The legislature is using doctors
because the public is sympathetic to
them,” Escamilla said. “No one wants
to lose their doctors so they will want
to vote for the bill to assist their
physicians. This bill is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.”
In the early voting session, 1.8 to
2.5 percent of registered voters in
Texas actually voted this past week.
This leads to the conclusion that only
two percent of Texas - plus the voters
on Saturday - will actually decide the
future of this proposition, as well as
the other 21 that are listed on the
ballot.
“I was in Dallas two weeks ago and
the citizens there were just as clueless
about the proposition as they are in the
Rio Grande Valley,” said Escamilla.
“Basically people haven’t seen the
depth of this particular proposition.”
With the voting happening this
weekend, students at UTPA have a
chance to add their voice to the
decision. If they decide to vote, which
is a big if.
“Students generally know little or
nothing about the amendments. The
vast majority will not vote on
Saturday,” Freeman said. “Most of the
ones who do will not know anything
about what they are voting for or
against.”
Freeman stated that research data
consistently shows voters who go to
the polls to vote on amendments are
unarmed with knowledge. Research
also shows the vast majority of people
do not even bother to vote in these

See PROP 12 page 5

Local paper carves out niche in community
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Since The Edinburg Daily Review was
founded 89 years ago, it has passed
through many hands. Along the way it has
carved out a reputation to many as a
trailblazer in modern-day muckraking.
OWNERSHIP
The Edinburg Daily Review is the only
family-owned daily newspaper in Texas
south of Corpus Christi. Newspapers
must release at least four issues per week
to classify as a daily. With backing from
the Hidalgo Publishing Company Inc., the
Daily Review releases publications on
Tuesday through Friday, and a weekend
edition is available on Saturday. The
paper is an eight-page broadsheet.
In 1914, founder Andres Chavez
published what is now known as the
Edinburg Daily Review under the name
Revista del Valle, or The Valley Review,
as a weekly Spanish language newspaper.
The switch from a Spanish publication
to an English publication took place in
1927 when Marshall McIlhenny purchased
the paper. W.R. Montgomery was owner

“

of The Valley
We used to be an afternoon paper until
Review in the
1930s, and sold the
about six or seven years ago. When I
paper to Allen
started off it was an afternoon paper, then
Engleman in 1946.
On July 4, 1948,
it became a morning paper, because
The Valley Review
people would complain that by the time
became the
Edinburg Daily
they got the paper news would be old.
Review. The
- Beng Lim,
change occurred
City and school editor of The Edinburg Daily Review
one year after
KURV-AM went
on the radio
According to Lim the paper has used the
airwaves. James Mathis took control as
same machine to complete pagination for
owner and editor of the Daily Review
many years.
from 1965 until his death in 1988. His
What has changed over the years is the
widow, Pearl Mathis, took ownership and
paper’s release time. Originally reporters
currently produces the paper.
turned in their stories by noon, and the
paper would be on the shelf by one that
AFTERNOON TO MORNING
day. But afternoon papers are a thing of
the past, as are cut-and-paste news rooms
Beng Lim, city and school editor of the
for the most part computer pagination has
Daily Review, explains Pearl Mathis’
replaced pencil and paper.
involvement in the publication process:
“We used to be an afternoon paper until
“She comes in nightly from twelve to six
about six or seven years ago,” said Lim.
to do the pagination, and she gets the
“When I started off it was an afternoon
stories from the wire.”
paper, then it became a morning paper,
Pagination is a process of placing
because people would complain that by
stories from a computer onto the page.
the time they got the paper news would be

“
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old.”
LOCAL FOCUS
Since 1914, the Daily Review has
provided residents of Edinburg with
news that is pertinent to the city.
Lim said the paper’s coverage
focuses on the Edinburg City Council,
County Commissioners, the courthouse,
and other local issues. He explains that
with such a concentrated focus they can
cover issues in a more in-depth fashion.
According to Jim McKone, public
relations officer for the Hidalgo County
Historical museum, the Daily Review
covers local high school and University of
Texas-Pan American stories better than
The Monitor.
The papers definitely have a rivalry
going on several fronts, though it is
unstated.
EDINBURG DAILY REVIEW VERSUS
THE MONITOR
According to Lim, personnel has been
cut back because it is becoming difficult

See DAILY REVIEW page 5
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Campus
VO I C E

How important is religion
or faith in your life?
Shalia Noor Alam
Computer Science
Junior
Religion is a discipline. If people take it as
discipline and maintain it, I think it is a
good practice, but it is not good to go
overboard with it. Faith is required in all
religion. Without faith it is impossible
even to go forward because it is the
certainty that we hope is waiting for us,
even though we are unable to see it.

Fernando Medina
Computer Science
Senior
It is very important. It is the faith in God
Jesus that motivates my life and my
actions.

Dahlia Guzman
Philosophy
Senior
The question is very important to me
because I’m a philosophy major and
I’m trying to figure out how important
religion and faith are to me and to
other people.

Dr. Teofilo Ozuna
Graduate Behavioral Finance
Econometrics Professor
It’s very important. It helps me build
my character and see the good in
people.

Joe Martinez
Bodexo Service Staff
Student Union
It is extremely important to me. Every
morning I give thanks to the Lord to be
here every day.

Page 4

Dating web sites offering
more online alternatives
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
In the 1700s a woman who
placed a personal
advertisement in a newspaper
was put away for doing it. But
today such personals are not
only acceptable; they are being
augmented by online dating
services.
According to the People’s
Almanac no. 2 (1727) Helen
Morrison, a lonely spinster,
became the first woman to
place a Lonely Hearts
advertisement. It appeared in
the Manchester Weekly
Journal and as a result the
mayor promptly committed her
to a lunatic asylum for four
weeks.
Today’s society would
consider Morrison’s plight hard
to believe. They also might
find print ads a bit outdated as
well. The “Wild World of
Online Dating”, a recent
special on Video Hits One
(VH1) provided information

that Houston newspapers have
eliminated the personal
advertisement section because
people are increasingly opting
to use online resources.
Various other cities have made
the same adjustments.
John Naposki, president of
Premier Personals, said, “If
you type ‘online dating
services’ into Google,
2,760,000 results come back.”
His website,
premierpersonals.net, is a
resource for online dating.
News of this site has appeared
in Playboy, Newsday, and the
Wall Street Journal. Naposki
and his employees rate online
dating services and personals
sites.
The rating system is based
on 13 areas: site speed, ease of
use, picture quality, quality of
personal advertisements,
search features, and so on. A
top site is classified as a fivestar site. To receive five-star
status a site must score at least
a 29 out of a possible 30

points.
“Despite the total quantity of
online dating services, only a
select few, perhaps 75-100,
really have any true impact,”
said Naposki.
Of this number, he considers
three sites to be five-star
caliber: American Singles,
Date.com, and Match.com.
Heather Weaver, once a
member of Match.com’s
dating pool, found her husband
in an America Online chat
room.
“I think chatting on AOL
was more effective for me
because it was free, cheap, and
didn’t eat up a lot of my time,”
said Weaver, 21, a graduate of
the University of Texas-Pan
American. “I could chat with
that person for free versus
paying to chat with one person
or even contacting another
person like I did on
Match.com.”
According to an article

See DATING page 12

Empowerment workshop
builds job, home balance
By AIME SERNA
The Pan American
“The measure of a woman is not where she
stands in moments of comfort and convenience
but where she stands at times of challenge and
controversy,” were the words of Martin Luther
King Jr. They were also the words that ended the
“Finding a Balance Between Family and
Career” workshop for women on Tuesday
evening.
The women’s issues committee of the
McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce put
together a free workshop focusing on issues
many women face, such as working women and
mothers. There were three speakers who shared
their experiences and abilities on how they
balance their personal and professional lives.
Among the guest speakers were Rose Guerra
Reyna, district judge for the Hidalgo County
Courthouse, Edna Posada, owner of Merle
Norman Cosmetics stores in McAllen,
Harlingen, and Brownsville, and Adelita
Figueroa-Munoz, extension agent for the Texas
Cooperative Extension of Texas A&M
University, and a volunteer counselor.
The workshop allowed women to hear stories
from other females who face similar situations,
and learned how to tackle problems with the
expert advice provided. To begin, each woman
introduced herself and explained what she
planned to gain from the workshop. It was a
small group of nine women. The speaker’s
presentations were sometimes followed by
intimate discussions amongst the women
present.
Most of the women who attended were
married with children and trying to find ways to
balance their lives. One woman’s situation,
however, was slightly different.
Elizabeth Gutierrez, 29 and single, took on
the role as caregiver of her elderly grandfather
shortly after her grandmother died. Gutierrez

comes from a large family, however, she is the
only unmarried member; therefore making her
the most obvious choice to watch over her
grandfather. Gutierrez says that although she is
unmarried has no children, she still finds it a
challenge to balance time between work and
home. She attended the workshop in hopes of
improving her time management between her
grandfather and work.
The featured speakers each brought up similar
points in their presentations. One point of advice
that each of them shared was to have faith.
“I was impressed with the emphasis on faith,”
said Maribel Escobar, vice chair of women’s
issues.
Judge Rose Guerra Reyna said that it is
important for women to view obstacles as
challenges rather than problems.
“Mind over matter,” she said. “I can do. I will
do.”
Reyna also brought up the importance of
organizational skills, learning to delegate, and
the power of compromise.
“It’s okay that you’re not going to be there
110 percent of the time,” Reyna said. “But when
you are there, you’ve got to give 110 percent.”
Posada, owner of Merle Norman Cosmetics,
spoke about the importance of setting priorities
and finding ways to relieve stress, such as
exercising. Posada said that exercising will not
only improve health, but self-confidence as well.
She said that as funny as it may sound, President
Bush was a motivating factor in her life.
“If President Bush can go exercise, you can’t
tell me that I have more things to do,” Posada
said.
Posada also talked about the importance of
making time for one’s female friends. She said
that it is important for any woman’s sanity that
she stay in touch with other women.
The last speaker among the three was

See WOMEN page 5
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Men’s golf finish 12th at Fairway
The UTPA men's golf team finished 12th at the 14-team Fairway Club
Invitational with a 36-hole overall score of 614. Iowa won the tournament, held at
the Firethorn Golf Course from Sept. 8-9, with a score of 581.
The Broncs shot a second round score of 308 and was five strokes behind 11th
place Troy State. The third and final round was canceled due to rain.
Senior John Huerta led Pan Am with a second round score of 75 and a 152
overall, which tied him for 34th.

Cross country team open season strong
UTPA’s cross country team opened the 2003 season with a strong performance
at the UTPA Cross Country Relays held at the Ebony Golf Course in Edinburg
last Friday.
Pan Am’s men’s team placed first in the 12-team event with a time of 49:35.
The Lady Broncs took second place after completing the course in 37:52 behind
Texas A&M-Kingsville who took first in the women’s race with a time of 39:09.

Devils sign oldest player in league
The defending NHL Stanley Cup champion New Jersey Devils signed center
Igor Larionov, 42, the oldest player in the league, on Wednesday.
Larionov, who is entering is 14th season and turns 43 in December, will fill the
void that Joe Nieuwendyk left when he departed as a free agent to sign with the
Toronto Maple Leafs. The 42-year-old Russian won three Stanley Cups with the
Detroit Red Wings in 1997, 1998, 2002.
Last season, Larionov had 10 goals and 33 assists in 74 games for Detroit.

UPCOMING UTPA SCHEDULE
Fri., Sept. 12 Volleyball vs. Texas Christian
at Fort Worth, 7 p.m. (TCU Tournament)
Sat., Sept. 13 Volleyball vs. Arkansas State
at Fort Worth, 10:30 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 13 Volleyball vs. Arkansas-Pine
Bluff at Fort Worth, 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 13 (M+W) cross country (New
Mexico Invitational) at Albuquerque, NM

NFL WEEK TWO SCHEDULE
Away
Washington
Buffalo
Detroit
Miami
San Francisco
Cleveland
Houston
Pittsburgh
Tennessee
Seattle
Carolina
Denver
Cincinnati
New England
Chicago
Dallas

Home
Atlanta
Jacksonville
Green Bay
N.Y. Jets
St. Louis
Baltimore
New Orleans
Kansas City
Indianapolis
Arizona
Tampa Bay
San Diego
Oakland
Philadelphia
Minnesota
N.Y. Giants

Date
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

L.A. and Detroit face off
in WNBA finals
The two-time defending WNBA champion Los Angeles Sparks (24-10) will
take on the Detroit Shock (25-9) in the Finals, which begin on Friday night at the
Staples Center.
Detroit won an 87-78 overtime game during the regular season, the only meeting between the two teams this year.
Game 2 will be Sunday in Detroit. A third and deciding game will be played on
Sept. 16, if necessary.

Loaiza and Halladay notch 19th wins
Mexican righthander Esteban Loaiza (19-6) became the American League's first
19-game winner Saturday when the Chicago White Sox defeated the Cleveland
Indians 8-5.
Later during the day, Toronto’s Roy Halladay (19-6) equaled Loaiza’s mark in a
1-0, 10-inning victory over Detroit.
Loaiza is set to pitch Thursday night against Brad Radke (11-10) and the
Minnesota Twins.

U.S. women rout Mexico
The United States Women's National Soccer Team thrashed México, 5-0, in its
final tune-up match at Spartan Stadium prior to the start of the Women's World
Cup. The United States will begin the defense of their 1999 World Cup Cup title
on Sept. 21 against Sweden in Washington, D.C.

MLB WILDCARD STANDINGS
American
Boston
Seattle
Minnesota
Kansas City
Toronto
Anaheim
Baltimore
Texas
Cleveland
Tampa Bay

Won Lost
85 - 60
82 - 62
76 - 68
73 - 70
73 - 72
70 - 75
66 - 79
65 - 79
63 - 82
58 - 85

GB
--2.5
8.5
11.0
12.0
15.0
19.0
19.5
22.0
26.0

LEFT
17
18
18
19
17
17
17
19.5
17
19

DIV
East
West
Cen.
Cen.
East
West
East
West
Cen.
East

National
Florida
Philadelphia
Los Angeles
Chi Cubs
Houston
St. Louis
Arizona
Montreal
Pittsburgh
Colorado

Won Lost
81 - 65
80 - 65
77 - 66
77 - 67
77 - 67
75 - 70
73 - 72
72 - 73
65 - 78
66 - 80

GB
--0.5
2.5
3.0
3.0
5.5
7.5
8.5
14.5
15.0

LEFT
16
17
19
18
18
17
17
17
19
16

DIV
East
East
West
Cen.
Cen.
Cen.
West
East
Cen.
West

CBL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
Monday, Sept. 1
Jackson 5, Amarillo 2
Tuesday, Sept. 2
Jackson 6, Amarillo 0
Wednesday, Sept. 4
Jackson 4, Amarillo 3, 10 inn., Jackson wins
championship series 3-0.

MEXICAN SOCCER LEAGUE
Team
U.A.G.
Santos
Irapuato
U.N.A.M.
Tigres
Toluca
Veracruz
Atlante
Necaxa
Cruz Azul
Morelia
Puebla
Pachuca
Guadalajara
Club San Luis
Monterrey
América
Chiapas
Atlas
Querétaro

W-D-L
4-1-1
3-2-1
3-2-1
3-2-1
3-1-1
3-1-1
2-3-1
2-2-1
1-5-0
2-2-1
2-2-2
2-2-2
1-4-1
2-1-3
1-3-2
1-3-2
1-2-3
1-1-4
0-2-4
0-1-5

GF:GA
9:6
11:4
10:6
11:9
11:4
9:6
10:10
10:8
9:7
6:4
9:10
8:10
5:5
6:8
7:7
9:10
9:11
5:12
6:12
5:16

PTS
13
11
11
11
10
10
9
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
6
6
5
4
2
1

Week 6 results: Chiapas 2, U.N.A.M. 5; Morelia 3,
Necaxa 3; San Luis 1, U.A.G. 3; Atlas 2, Monterrey 3;
América 1, Irapuato 0; Pachuca 0, Puebla 2; Querétaro
1, Guadalajara 2; Santos 3, Veracruz 0; Tigres vs.
Toluca, ppd.; Atlante vs. Cruz Azul, ppd.
Week 7 Schedule Sept. 13-14: Veracruz vs. Atlante;
Cruz Azul vs. Chiapas; Monterrey vs. San Luis;
Guadalajara vs. Tigres; Necaxa vs. Querétaro; América
vs. Atlas; U.N.A.M. vs. Pachuca; Irapuato vs. Toluca;
Puebla vs. Morelia; U.A.G. vs. Santos.
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published on premier personals.net, avid online date
service users cannot expect to enjoy the conveniences of
these systems without finding a price tag attached
somewhere.
The article explains that no sites are completely free.
They typically provide certain free features and services,
but the more appealing features require a fee. Such pay
features usually encompass chats, unlimited electronic
mail, instant messaging, and notification when new
members register.
An added benefit for paying customers is that they are
given top placement in search results, whereas
nonpaying members end up behind over 100,000 people
who are “invested” subscribers.
According to statistics at date.com, 24.3 percent of
singles in the United States have used or are currently
using online dating services or personals to meet.
Prior to selecting prospective candidates from the
online population, individuals first weed through the
various lists of services to choose one.
Naposki’s site divided reviews into categories like:
international dating services, online matchmaking
services, Russian bride services, and services for those
with sexual transmitted diseases, such as herpes.
“Like anything, you can break this down in a variety
of ways: by religion, sexual preferences, nationality,
culture, age, location, language and so on,” Naposki said.
“For us, the true factor which determines whether a
particular type of category ends up on our site is whether
or not there are excellent dating services to fulfill the
prospective category.”
Robin Lopez, a sophomore at UTPA, said, “Even with
all the different types of online dating sites, people still
run the risk of being lied to or attracting psychos.”
The risks that develop because of the anonymity
involved with online dating has been a controversial
issue since these sites began to pop up. As a result, online
services attempt forms of control to maintain safety.
Two years ago a Texas A&M student was murdered in
Central Texas when he visited a person he had been
chatting online. Though this case did not involve a dating
service, it shows the sort of dangers out there.
Date.com screens all written profiles, and ad content
must adhere to the site’s standards of conduct. Clients are
advised to follow basic safety guidelines of dating.
“I’ve never tried it [online dating], partly because I
don’t know how safe it is,” said Lopez, 20. “I would
possible consider giving it a try if I were single.”
Weaver said, “Anything is possible with online dating,
I found a husband through it.”
Risky or not, online dating continues to expand in the
business world with the creation of new services, larger
clientele, and increasing revenues.
According to an article by Marguerite Higgins in the
Knight Ridder Tribune Business News, the online
portion of the dating services industry makes up a third
of the total revenues with $304 million in 2002.
Naposki of premierpersonal.net said, “As far as I’m
concerned, anything which brings human beings together
is good. There are many lonely unhappy people in this
world. Whatever we can all do to find companionship,
friendship and love… I am all for it.”

The Career Placement Services Office
presented the seminar “Success in the
Workplace,” Tuesday afternoon in the Student
Services Center.
The seminar was presented by the Lockheed
Martin Company, a leading system integrator
and information technology company.
Approximately 25 students attended the
seminar, which was geared toward helping
students answer questions regarding how to
reach the highest positions available in a
company and gather advice on how to become
a confident, productive, and capable
employee. Two of the three presenters were
UTPA graduates now working for the Lockheed
Martin Co.
Cody Hamer, above (in white shirt), and Agapito Calderon, right, both
UTPA graduates working for Lockheed Martin Company, speak to students at the “Success in the Workplace” seminar.
Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American

RECYCLING

continued from page 2

more easily. But a recent Houston
Chronicle article spotlighted the city
of Crockett in East Texas, which
turned over 30 percent of its garbage
into recycled material. Crockett is
smaller than Edinburg.
Edna Guerra works for the
Edinburg Recycling Center and
explained that the recycling center
never really is filled to capacity but
is becoming more popular among the
city. There is a drop-off point that is
used daily, but the popularity of it
isn’t as prominent as it should be.
“Right now, there are many local
businesses that are participating in
the recycling process,” Guerra said.

“We receive computer paper, motor
oil, the usual glass and plastic, but in
much larger amounts. The residents
do tend to drop off items, but it’s
never really consistent.”
Still, there are signs that a local
effort might be forthcoming. At
UTPA, there is the connection
between the Edinburg Recycling
Center and the university. Currently
the university donates used
magazines and other materials to be
recycled.
Christy Ramirez, a sophomore
business major and Student
Government Association senator
says there are currently committees

that handle the care of recycling on
campus.
“Right now, we have a committee
to deal with environment issues,”
Ramirez said. “It is one of the
topics that is constantly being
addressed as different aspects of
environmental awareness are being
looked into by different members of
SGA.”
Oscar Garza, Vice President of
SGA is in charge of the committee
and holds responsibilities of the
group. Rather than the organization
actually creating it’s own club, there
is subdivions of SGA that will
handle the issues.

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
A forklift moves cardboard boxes at the Edinburg recycling center.
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Assistance program rolling with
proposed changes in control, funding
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
After 38 years of service to lowincome families, the federally funded
Head Start program is facing major
changes.
Lawmakers are seeking to change the
way Head Start is operated. Since its
inception, each center has decided what
it needs to do in order to better serve its
children. But recent bills filed by
Republican lawmakers seek to give
states more control over the program.
According to one plan, eight states
would be selected for a pilot plan.
According to Teresa Flores, director of
the Hidalgo County Head Start Program,

2003 FAMILY INCOME
GUIDELINES
FOR HEAD START
Size of Family Unit
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Income
$8,980
$12,120
$15,260
$18,400
$21,540
$24,680
$27,820
$30,960

For Family Units with more than 8
members, add $3,140, for each additional member.
SOURCE: Federal Register, February 7, 2003
(Vol. 68, No. 26, pp. 6456-6458)

DAILY REVIEW
for small papers to work along with
large franchises. The Review is at a
disadvantage in many respects.
“The Monitor is a Valleywide daily
and the Edinburg Daily Review is a city
daily,” said McKone, who has written
for both papers at one time or another.
Lim doesn’t recognize a competition
between The Monitor and the Daily
Review because he says the two papers
have different focuses.
“We don’t try to compete with The
Monitor. It’s like a mom and pop store
trying to compete with Wal-Mart,” said
Lim.
Still, recent Daily Review articles
have publicized a furor involving
Monitor reporter Alma Walzer and her
reporting of the Texas Legislature and
local politics. The paper also ran a
tongue-and-cheek account of the
Monitor’s bid for tax relief recently,
spotlighting the embarrassment
supposedly heaped upon its
representatives by the McAllen City
Commission at a hearing. Steve Taylor,
a former Monitor reporter, now has a
regular byline in the Review, and has
not been bashful in employing tough,
unflinching reporting.

Texas will not be one of the eight states
chosen because it does not meet certain
requirements. In order to be chosen a
state must show proof of a welldeveloped early childhood development
program for 3- and 4-year-olds. In
addition, all Head Start teachers will be
required to have a bachelor’s degree.
Flores commented that it will probably
be a couple of years before this decision
goes into effect and cause impact.
If this law does make it the Head Start
Program will operate along with school
districts. The program would be
required to function under an academic
curriculum like the ones used by school
districts. Its history has been as an
agency focusing on other aspects of a
child’s quality of life besides academics,
such as health care, daycare, meals and
preparation for school each day. Flores
stated that she would not have a problem
working with various school districts.
“I don’t mind working with school
districts,” said Flores. “However school
districts do not offer the same services
that Head Start does.”
There are two requirements for
children looking to benefit from Head
Start. The child must come from a low
income family and must be three or four
before Sept. 1. After these requirements
are met, the child can begin to enjoy the
benefits of the program. Flores stated
that the goal of the Head Start program
is to be able to help the children and
their caregivers.
“We don’t only focus on the children
or on the families,” said Flores. “We
focus on providing services to the
children and their families at the same
time.”
Flores stated that too often people do
not believe in the program because they
don’t understand how it works. Parents
should feel safe leaving their children at
Head Start because the program follows

strict Texas state licensing criteria. The
Texas Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services set the regulations
for the Head Start program. The
maximum number of 3-year-olds that
can be in a classroom is 17 and the
teacher must have an assistant. The
maximum number of 4-year-olds that
can be in each classroom is 20 and the
teacher must also have an assistant. The
program must also follow specific
standards for feeding and disciplining
the children, just like daycare.
“If there is any complaint about how
we treat the children, child protective
services will immediately come in and
investigate,” said Flores.
In case the new law does go into
effect Head Start is preparing to fulfill
the new requirements. Currently Head
Start teachers are only required to have
an associate’s degree, but under the new
law they must have a bachelor’s. To
circumvent this, many Head Start
officials are starting to encourage their
employees to go back to school. For
those who do decide to go to school the
program often pays for the tuition fees
and books.
“We have increased the number of
people going to school,” said Flores.
“As we move along if we can’t get our
staff to go to school we will have to
replace them.”
Currently, Head Start helps 3,570
children in Hidalgo County alone. The
director stated that the progress made by
the children in the Head Start is
tremendous. The program is at a
disadvantage because there are more
children in need than the program can
help.
“I think Head Start should get
increased funding rather than change the
way it is funded,” said Flores. “It is a
program that helps us break the poverty
cycle.”

continued from page 3
The scope of coverage is not the only
difference between the two papers. The
Daily Review is notorious for
specializing in spotlighting what it sees
as corruption.
“I’ve been through a lot of technical
changes [with the Daily Review], but
the principle is the same,” said McKone,
69, a former reporter and also longtime
sports information director at UTPA.
“The Daily Review is unique because it
is one of the few family papers left,” he
said. “It has courageously criticized
local people, no matter who they are.”
COMMUNITY WATCHDOG
“We cover issues that other papers
don’t for fear of reprisals,” said Lim.
“We don’t leave any stones unturned in
covering these issues.”
The city of Edinburg has attempted to
boycott the Daily Review in the past
because of the controversial stories it
publishes. By the same token, the paper
has received recognition from public
officials, such as Aaron Pena. Pena
recognized the Daily Review in the 78th
Texas legislative session.
“In a town like this with the

courthouse, university, and big school
district, many things can go wrong as
far as corruption,” said Lim. “Most
small town papers report on social
affairs and there’s a need for that, but
there is also a need for exposing
corruption.”
“Sometimes [covering controversial
issues] comes with a price,” he added.
“In a city like Edinburg, if you have a
ruler who works in a dictatorial fashion,
businesses want to seem proestablishment. If you have a leaders that
dislike the paper and a business
supports it, they can seem antiestablishment.”
Lim carried on a steady battle with
former Mayor Joe Ochoa and his staff,
and some locals have speculated that the
paper’s badgering helped oust Ochoa
after 10 years and usher in UTPA grad
Richard Garcia as the new mayor.
Lim’s pointed columns are the
scourge of the City Council and
Edinburg school board at times.
As a small-town paper with a big-time
grudge against corruption and cronyism,
the Review continues to peck away,
giving citizens a peek at the area and its
lively events.
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WOMEN
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Figueroa-Munoz, she created excitement and energy
by making the women participate in an activity she
put together involving dancing around the room.
Figueroa-Munoz spoke on the importance on
learning from one’s mistakes, simplifying life, being
specific when delegating, and the importance of
laughter. She also demonstrated a breathing exercise.
She said that many working women do a good job
at juggling, but when everything is going well, a
woman becomes complacent. She said the challenges
then stop, and it becomes difficult to feel
accomplished.
“We are super women, but we are not
Superwoman,” Figueroa-Munoz said. “Whatever
happens today, the sun will still shine tomorrow.”
One feeling that all women who attended admitted
to feeling was guilt. They acknowledged that whether
it was from spending too much time at work or from
not spending enough time at work, the feeling of guilt
was always present. A woman can feel caught up at
work but will likely feel guilty about not being at
home. At the same time a woman can be caught up at
home but feel guilty about not keeping up in the
workplace.
“I came to this seminar to better understand my
kids, my husband and my co-workers,” said Alejandra
Gonzalez, personal banker at Lone Star National
Bank in Rio Grande City. “I also came to learn how
to relieve my own stress.”
It is important to remember oneself in the equation
of finding balance. There is work, family, and you. So
often women forget about the most important person
involved, themselves.
“We tend to give and give, but at some point in
time, we need to take in something,” Figueroa-Munoz
said. “And that’s when we become greater and can
begin to balance.”
The McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
holds workshops once a month like this one on
various topics, and encourages women to attend. The
women all agreed that whether a woman is a full-time
student, a full-time mother or a full-time career
woman, loving yourself first better suits you to love
and deal with everyone and everything around you.

PROP 12

continued from page 3

types of special elections.
“The first thing students need to do is to recognize
that they have responsibilities as citizens and should
make an effort to participate,” Freeman continued.
“One place to start, of course, is the news media.
There are many news and opinion magazines which
cover the waterfront of political thought within the
United States. Some of them lack quality, but there
are many excellent ones.”
An alternative source to find out more about this
proposition and others to be voted on is the Internet.
However, although there are some extremely
informative sites, there also many sites which lack
any legitimacy whatsoever.
“It can be difficult to learn how to differentiate
between legitimate sources and propaganda
peddlers,” Freeman said. “The first step there is to
approach each new source with a critical and an
analytic eye.”
“This is our opportunity to show the politicians
that we are cognizant of what is going on in Austin,”
Carrazo said. “Change can happen, but people must
get involved in the issues affecting us. Politicians
usually don't consider what might affect college
students because they know college students don't
vote. In fact, we received a big blow to our pockets
with the rising tuition and this will continue for the
next few years.”
“Prop 12 will not take away anyone’s rights, nor
is it about doctors not wanting to pay for
malpractice,” Villareal said. “If passed, this will help
keep doctors in your neighborhood. People of the
Rio Grande Valley won’t have to travel to Corpus or
San Antonio to receive the care they need. It is not
about not wanting to give people the money they
deserve, it’s about not allowing doctors to pay
millions of dollars in insurance.”
Talk about multilayered controversy.

5

FACULTY

Page 6

continued from page 1

Administration response has focused on
questioning the number of faculty capable
of answering the type of questions in the
survey, and also questioned the validity of
some of the questions. The contention is
that questions might not elicit answers
which correspond to actual job
descriptions and work done. It must be
noted on the first criticism that 44 percent
of the respondents have been at the
university at least 12 years.
Arevalo answered his tough faculty
treatment by stating that even though his
scores are low, he feels there is not
sufficient information to be able to rate
each individual with an accurate outcome.
“I doubt less than 100 [respondents]
know what I do. I do take the responses
seriously whether they are 50 faculty or
200,” Arevalo explained. “If there was a
high level of interaction and low scores
then I would be really concerned that there
is something wrong.”
To this end, 56 percent of the faculty
thought that their opinions were based on
occasional and substantive interaction.
Only 17 percent said their views came
from extensive interaction with the
subjects under study.
The issue for Arevalo and most
administrators is the question of how
many faculty members really know them.
He stated that although he has low
interaction with faculty, it is due mainly to
his broad
responsibilities
SURVEY DATA
within the university.
Because of the high
number of faculty
working, he is not
able to interact with
each and every one
of them on a regular
basis.
“Deans are
supposed to

communicate with faculty and I meet with
them once every two weeks,” Arevalo
stated. “There is where I get the
information.”
However, the faculty’s main reason for
the evaluation, according to former
Faculty Senate Chair Cynthia Brown,
assistant professor of economics and
finance, is to urge better performance.
Faculty intervention in the form of the
survey is done to show each person’s
perspective of how the administrators are
doing their job and let them know of
weaknesses to work on.
For instance, on Nevarez’ evaluation, 65
percent of respondents thought that he
does not appoint effective and qualified
adminstrators. According to Arevalo’s
critique, 67 percent feel he does not
maintain faculty morale.
“It is not required by the Handbook of
Operating Procedures, but traditionally the
evaluations are done every third year,”
Brown said. “And the faculty use the
survey as a way to express their opinion
toward administrators with the idea that
the information will be taken into
consideration.”
Nevarez commented that the scores will
never be very high and that the low scores
in the evaluation are in large part because
many faculty react to certain, isolated
decisions made by the administration. If
these particular cases leave a bad taste in

their mouths, negative responses are made
on the survey.
“It is important how faculty feel about
administration,” Nevarez said. “I pay
attention to my weaknesses and understand
some faculty do not understand the other
responsibilities.”
Nevarez also added that after 23 years,
the evaluations have been very helpful for
him in determining his weaknesses and
what he needs to do to improve his job
performance. Although, he also points out
that it is sometimes difficult to weigh them
because there is a tendency for those
faculty with negative remarks and grudges
to be the ones who respond to the surveys,
and not those that might be satisfied with
his work.
Several faculty members argued just the
opposite, however, claiming that those
who strongly support the administration
use the survey as an opportunity to rally
around the member(s) being evaluated.
Dr. Dan Dearth, chair of the Criminal
Justice Department and vice chair of the
Senate this term, said the evaluations
should be taken seriously because the
faculty takes time to complete them.
“Some administrators probably take
them more seriously than others, but
faculty get evaluations from administration
and peers and they have to specify a plan
on improving their performance,” Dearth
commented. “All we are asking is for the

HISPANIC HERITAGE WEEK
September 14-19, 2003

administration to do the same.”
Brown commented the Senate has
proposed a resolution for the evaluation to
be done annually and become part of the
official evaluation process of the
administrators. Currently it has no binding
part in that process. However, the need for
making the survey annual is questioned by
both faculty and administrators.
Nevarez stated that having the survey
done every year might have a downside in
terms of turnout, and as a result the quality
of the research might suffer. Brown, who
has mixed feelings about tinkering with
the reliability of the survey, nonetheless
sees it as a good opportunity for
administrators to listen to what faculty has
to say.
The issue is scheduled to be treated this
term in meetings where adminstators will
address the Senate, partly because the
administrators’ use of the research does
not mesh with what the faculty had in
mind. This week Arevalo was scheduled to
address the Senate because he knows the
evaluation process.
Arevalo has conducted an annual
evaluation of all deans and associate vice
presidents for the five years he has been in
office. He uses these as a way to measure
productivity, leadership, and decisionmaking ability; as well as the ability to
manage college resources. Administrators
feel the annual evaluation done by Arevalo
is more comprehensive than
the Senate one.
“I use the survey data as
one additional measure of
an administrator’s
performance,” Arevalo said.
“Based on the
administrator’s performance
I use their evaluation to
provide guidance to
administrators about how
they can improve.”

Reception
12 p.m. at the University Center Ballroom
Thursday, September 18, 2003

Theme: Hispanics-The Largest Minority in the U.S. Higher Education in Mexico
Sunday,
September 14, 2003
Estudiantiuna de la
Universidad de
Guanajuato
World Renowned Mexican
Folkloric Music
4:00 PM at the Library
Foyer
Tuesday, September 16,
2003
Hispanics & Immigration
Moderated by Dr. Gilbert Cardenas & Dr.
Teofilo Ozuna
9:10 a.m at Edu. Bldg, 219

Hispanics and Public Policy
Moderated by Dr. Homer Garcia & Dr.
Gabriela Lemus
12 p.m. SBSC 101

Mariachi La Joya and Grupo Tabasco
12 p.m. at Library Foyer
Hispanic Literature: Jose Revueltas and
Juan Rulfo
Moderated by: Dr. Sylvia M. Dominguez,
Dr. Jose Skinner, and Dr. Rene Saldaña
1:10 p.m. at BA 118
Provost’s Hispanic Heritage Awards
Merlenda Reception
3 p.m. at Board of Regents Room, AB

Moderated by: Dr. Gilbert Cardenas &
Horacio Bernal, CPA
9:10 a.m. in Edu. Bldg. 219

Hispanics and the Media
Moderated by: Dr. Gregory Selber & Dr.
Salma Ghanem
12 p.m. at BA 110
Mariachi UTPA
12 p.m. at the Library Foyer

Hispanic Business in the XXI
Century
The Mexican Revolution: Mexican Novelas & Moderated by Mr.
Javier Martinez &
Cinema
Dr. Arturo Vasquez
4:30 p.m. at BA 110
Son de Veracruz
7 p.m. at the Library Foyer
Wednesday, September 17, 2003
Hispanic Heritage Week Special Alumni

Ballet Folklorico
Tecnologico de Reynosa
7 p.m. at the Library
Foyer
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Project STARS presents students 9/11
with road map for career changes
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The College of Education is
granting students of The University
of Texas-Pan American an
opportunity to receive financial
help while making a transition into
teaching.
According to Dr. Hilda Medrano,
dean of the College of Education,
one of the college goals is to help
alleviate the teacher shortage in the
Rio Grande Valley. One way to do
this is to create a program that is
accessible to different student
populations. UTPA students who
want to change careers now have
the chance to become part of a
project known as STARS.
Project STARS (Supporting
Teachers Across Rural Schools)
was created to help students who
are paraprofessionals, professional
degreed individuals, or recent
college graduates who are
interested in obtaining a teacher
certification. Medrano commented
that too often after graduation
students realize they are not happy
with their careers and programs
like STARS give them a second
chance in another field. Individuals
seeking to become part of this
program can receive teacher
certification in bilingual education,

“

The purpose of
funding is to help
us recruit, prepare,
and place degreed
individuals in
classrooms as fully
certified teachers.

“
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- Dr. Hilda Medrano,
Dean of the
College of Education

math, reading, special education,
science, and technology.
The university is already known
as one of the leading producers of
teachers in the state, and this
program should help to keep that
momentum going.
STARS is a federally funded
project, since UTPA has received
funding from the U.S. Department
of Education for five years. This
money has enabled the college to
give financial assistance to students
who are part of the project.
Individuals who are part of this
program receive a $3,000 teaching
scholarship.
“The purpose of funding is to
help us recruit, prepare, and place

degreed individuals in classrooms
as fully certified teachers,” said
Medrano.
In order to receive the
scholarship and become part of the
project students must meet specific
requirements. Those interested
must at least have a minimum 2.75
grade point average, a minimum of
two years of college coursework or
a bachelor’s degree, passing TASP
scores, and a commitment to teach
in high-need schools for at least
three years.
STARS consists of three phases:
the application phase, the pre-intern
phase, and the internship phase.
Those who are part of this program
will be required to attend
professional development seminars.
The alternative certification
program will also supervise them.
“In the first three years, which
are known as the induction period,
they will be supervised by our
alternative certification program,”
said Medrano. “They will also have
a mentor teacher assigned to them
during their first year as a teacher.”
Currently UTPA has 33 students
who took their teacher certification
coursework in the summer and are
now placed in schools as teachers.
For more information on Project
STARS contact the College of
Education at 381-3627.

continued from page 1

with unanimous approval by a
longshot. Almost since the
beginning of the debacle, there has
been a consistent minority
opposed to the war on terror. As
the presidential election looms
next year, Democrats have stepped
up the anti-Bush rhetoric and
called into question some aspects
of the country’s war on terrorism.
The Patriot Act, designed to
tighten security, is also under
assault by those who claim it
infringes on certain constitutional
rights.
And some skeptics have
questioned the idea of patriotism,
suggesting that it is only a short
step from such a concept to
jingoism and hubris, negative
character traits that some blame
for the attacks in the first place.
In short, American certainty was
a casualty of the attacks, and
optimists hope that in the process
of questioning some aspects of
policy and paradigm, a new unity
will result. Pessimists assume that
the loss of certainty is just another
level to the gradual decay of the
nation. Time will tell which camp
is more prescient.
This sort of discourse, though
painful and at times obsessively
antagonistic, is in the end what
makes democracy such a fulfilling
adventure. Dissent is a vital part of
the mix, and yet there are still
plenty of people willing to hew to

the standards the government sets.
"I'm willing to sacrifice certain
freedoms to be safer," said 18year-old Carlos Fraire in comment
on the Patriot Act and stricter
travel checks.
Faire is a freshman majoring in
accounting at UTPA, and he
expressed that though regulations
have become tougher his safety
and that of his family were very
important.
"I might not agree with
everything completely, but it’s for
my own safety," said Fraire.
There is no doubt that Sept. 11,
2001 affected the lives of millions
in both the United States and other
parts of the world. People's
attitudes reflected new ideas, new
feelings toward other cultures, and
a different sense of reality.
Mike Dowling, author of "The
Electronic Passport to Conflicts in
the Middle East," said that
overcoming cultural differences is
key in preventing further events
like 9/11.
“Through television and the
Internet, we have instant access to
almost any part of the world. With
that access comes a responsibility
to understand other people and
cultures,” Dowling said. “By
learning about and understanding
one another, we can hope that the
citizens of the world can develop a
sense of tolerance and respect for
one another."
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PRODUCTION
idiotic hotel porter who looks a
lot like businessman Victor
Emmanuel, thus causing
confusion among the rest of the
characters. Perhaps the character
most affected by such identity
similarities is Victor Emmanuel’s
nephew, Camille, who at one
point becomes sure he has gone
mad.
Camille becomes a memorable
character because of his major
speech impediment. Because the
roof of his mouth has not formed
properly, he mispronounces
every word he says, replacing
careful with hare foo and sorry
with hohiy. For the part, Wiley
cast UTPA senior Alexander
Gelman.
“He is a very thoughtful
actor,” said Wiley. “I’ve worked
with him before and I know from
that experience he can deliver a
great performance.”
Still, playing a role as
particular as the young office
clerk - who in the second act is
able to talk normally thanks to a
silver palate - has proved to be
somewhat of a challenge for
Gelman. At some points, in
rehearsal, he forgets whether his
character is supposed to talk
with or without his impediment.
“It’s a somewhat complex
character,” adds Wiley. “He has a
virginal reputation yet he is a bit
of a ladies’ man and add to that
the fact that he speaks a
language of his own.”
UTPA transfer student Cecil
Castle III is no stranger to acting
in different. His character, Herr
Schwarz, is a military man who
speaks German throughout the
entire play, a language not very
familiar for Castle.
“My dad knows German so
some of it I know how to
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pronounce but some I don’t,” he
explained. “At first I thought it
would be difficult but Dr. Wiley
has helped me out a lot and that
makes it a whole lot easier.”

“

THE DIRECTOR
Overhauling a set of floor
plans with the sketched scenery
and constantly referring to a
copy of the script, Dr. Eric Wiley
directs what he calls a “fastmoving comic farce.”
Because auditions for this
show registered the biggest
turnout, according to Wiley,
audiences will enjoy a fresh cast
and the excellent work of its
members.
“Working with this cast is
great,” he says. “They are actors
who very quickly get the idea of
what their characters are like and
how they behave.”
After having directed seven
shows for UTPA, “A Flea in Her
Ear” still poses a challenge for
the director.
“I’ve never worked with more
than 15 actors and there are 18
in this show,” he explains.
“There’s also a lot of action, a
lot of running and all of that has
to be timed because an error in
that could be catastrophic.”
In addition to the action-filled
scene, there is also the element
of violence. For this reason
UTPA instructor Brian Warren
will assist Wiley by tutoring
some of the cast members in
stage combat.
Warren, who is certified in
actor combat, was called in by
Wiley to supervise a scene in
which a character gets kicked
across the stage.
“My job is basically to make it
look funny without looking fake

I actually started working on a costume
during the summer. And there are a lot
of other things to do like finding wigs
and getting shoes and hose for all the
men and women.
- Kate Ellis,
costume designer

and without the actors getting
hurt,” said Warren.
He feels confident this will not
be difficult and should only
require a single meeting with the
actors involved in the scene.
THE BACKSTAGE CREW
“Is there really going to be a
revolving bed?” is a frequently
asked question among actors,
and set designer Tom Grabowski
is the one to ask.
“Definitely,” he is quick to
respond. “There can’t be a show
without a revolving bed. It is
essential to the plot.”
The set already in construction
is an ambitious one. In addition
to the already famous bed, two
interchangeable sceneries are
planned. The one for the second
act requires the construction of a
staircase and
seven doors
and
doorways.
The
completion
for both sets
is scheduled
for just
before the
show
opening.

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Assistant Dean of Students David Mariscal (left) hands out tokens for the Fun
Walk earlier this week.
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“Getting all the details right
will take us quite a while,”
Grabowski explains. “It all
depends on the skills of the
people who work on it and how
many people work on it.”
At the time of the interview
the number of people who for
prop and scenery building was
still unknown, however
Grabowski feels confident there
will not be any serious problems.
“Perhaps the only challenge
would be changing the scenery
during the actual presentation
because there’s not a lot of room
for moving the pieces on and off
stage,” he adds.
A similar situation is faced by
costume designer Kate Ellis.
Because of a minimum staff only
a few costumes will be made.
The rest will be rented.
However, the limited number

of costumes that will be created
specially for this show will keep
Ellis and her staff quite busy
until opening night.
“I actually started working on
a costume during the summer,”
she explains. “And there are a lot
of other things to do like finding
wigs and getting shoes and hose
for all the men and women.”
This is the first time Ellis has
worked on costumes for the
period of this play. Even when
other plays set in different
periods were produced, the
costumes were modernized.
“A lot of research had to be
done and based on that and the
director’s decision, we decide
what we are gong to use,” she
said.
THE APPLAUSE
So are the cast members,
director and backstage crew
really looking forward to? The
audience’s applause.
“It gives you a rush,” says
Mark Guerra. “And every actor
is a real attention-seeker.”
It surely will not be hard for
them to obtain it. The long hours
invested in every aspect of the
production are already paying off
and that becomes visible as the
process progresses. Heak a heg,
guys.
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Around
Town
Arturo Montes Radio
Show
Sept. 12 at 8 p.m.
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: Performing are Los
Unikos, Laura Canales, Cali
Carranza y Los Formales,
Los Gilitos, Los Tesoros de
Samuel Ramos, Arturo
Montes y Ternura
Price: Tickets are $5 before
8 p.m. and $7 after.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Local band show
Sept. 13 at 7 p.m.
Place: Athena’s, 1516
Beech Ave., McAllen
Event: Bands performing
include I.F.V., Dying
Embrace, Sub 7, Disposable
Assassins and a mystery
band.
Price: $5
Texas Last Comic
Standing
Sept. 20
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: Ponchi Herrera
hosts the ‘Texas Last Comic
Standing Competition’
featuring comics Jody
Ferdig, Kim Kerley, Dave
Bradford, Miguel Lorenzon,
Eddie Cruz and Tim Schultz.
Price: Tickets are $18 for
general admission and $23
for reserved.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Event: April 18 - Texas All
Stars of Comedy with Dave
Lawson, Keir Spates and
Terry Gross, $20 for
reserved, $15 general
admission; April 19 - Little
Joe y la familia and Ruben
Ramos, $15 in advance, $
20 at the door; April 25 Rick Springfield, $45-55
reserved, $25 general
admission; April 26 Hypnotist John Milton, $20
reserved, $15 general
admission.
Phone: (956) 687-7121

■ Band shows . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9

BREAKING A LEG:

A theater production in the making
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Four chairs lined up and
a black metal podium
strategically placed on the
left side of the Albert L.
Jeffers Theatre’s stage
make up the hotel room
where a misguided affair
is taking place. Despite the
fashionable cargos,
sneakers and brand shirts
the actors sport, the scene
is set in the early 1900s.
It is the third rehearsal
meeting for the cast of “A
Flea in Her Ear,” a French
farce by Georges Feydeau
which was translated by
John Mortimer. The story
about a woman who
questions her husband’s
fidelity will open at the
University of Texas-Pan
American’s Main Stage
theater season Oct. 15.
The process from
rehearsal to presentation,
however, is a long one. It
actually started in the fall
of 2002 when the play was
proposed by Dr. Eric
Wiley, associate professor
in the communication

department. Since the play
fit the appropriate criteria
- such as being different
from other plays produced
before, was able to be
presented in the theater’s
stage, and had a
reasonable number of
actors in it - it was picked
by The University
Theatre’s committee and
the rights for it were
secured with the publisher.
The first pre-production
meeting was held this year
and it covered stage and
costume design.
Early this fall, auditions
were held and the cast met
for a reading of the script
a couple of days just
before rehearsals started.
THE REHEARSAL
It has only been a week
since auditions were held,
yet director Wiley and the
cast have already managed
to act out the characters’
basic movements for the
first two acts on stage. It
is not always easy. For
one, the scenery at this
point is almost completely

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American
Mark Guerra practices lines from the production “A Flea in Her
Ear.”

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American
Clockwise from top, sophomore Robert Soto, junior Mark Guerra, sophomore Hernan Cortez III,
sophomore and stage manager Johnny Gonzalez, senior Ruby Guerra, junior Didi Duron and
freshman Emilee Clifton.

imaginary: the four chairs
will eventually be replaced
by a revolving bed and
there will be a door where
the podium now stands.
Also, a staircase will be
built on the right side of
the stage where a chair
now stands in for it.
“It’s always easier
working with the real
stuff,” says cast member
Mark Guerra. “But at this
point you have in your
imagination an idea of
what it all looks like even
though at the end it never
looks the same.”
Indeed, Wiley often
reminds the cast that some
things will change once
the set is built. Some walls
and furniture will fill the
stage. In addition, the real
doors and stairs will be of
help to some actors who,
at this point, do not seem
to remember where they
will be located and keep
walking through invisible
walls.
Another common
problem is the meeting
hours. The 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. schedule does not fit
all of the cast members’
school and work
schedules, so stand-ins are
not unusual. On the fourth
meeting while rehearsing a
scene from the second act,

assistant stage manager
Michel Rangel stood in for
Ruby Guerra, who plays
Raymonde Chandebise
while stage manager
Johnny Gonzalez read the
lines of an absent
Baptistin, played by Carter
Robinson, from a seat in
front of the stage.
The performers manage
to act with a copy of the
script and a pencil to make
notes at hand. Yet hardly
two lines of dialogue are
spoken before Wiley offers
more suggestions or
corrects that tricky French
pronunciation.
“Most of the names in
the play are French,” he
explains. “So we are
constantly practicing the
pronunciation.”
Pronunciation
challenges aside, both
agreements and
disagreements between
actors and characters are
voiced during rehearsal.
Guerra does not like that
Victor Emmanuel gives in
so easily to hotel manager
Augustine Feraillon’s
bossiness when mistaken
with Poche, whereas
Michael Moore, who plays
Feraillon, is glad his
character is bossy and illmannered because this
allows him to experience a

sort of catharsis.
In addition, because of
their characters’
description, several cast
members are facing other
particular challenges.
THE CAST
Composed of a variety
of new and experienced
actors, the cast is one of
the strongest elements of
this production. Among
the characters that will
surely catch the audiences’
attention are Camille
Chandebise, Herr Schwarz,
Victor Emmanuel
Chandebise and Poche.
The latter two are played
by UTPA junior Mark
Guerra.
“This is the first time I
play two characters in one
play,” he explained. “I’m
trying to discover
differences between them
so audiences can tell them
apart without having to
change my voice a lot.”
For this purpose, Guerra
is working on his
characters’ postures. He
explains that by doing so
each character will have a
personality of his own and
they will seem more real.
In the play, Poche is an

See PRODUCTION page 10
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American
Monday is not usually a big party night,
but it is at Prada. Here, guitars are
strummed and drums beat out a rhythm.
Here two music types meet to make for a
full night. Guitarist Mario Aleman plays
nuevo flamenco contemporary acoustic
from 8:30 to 10 p.m. followed by the
energetic band, Hew Hephner from 10 p.m.
to 2 a.m.
MARIO ALEMAN
Mario Aleman is a professional guitarist
who has played in places like Houston,
Canada, Mexico City, as well as the Valley.
He played once for former President Bill
Clinton. He’s performed at the McAllen
Chamber of Commerce, the Cimarron
Country Club, and has been at Prada for
two years. He hopes to do a state-to-state
tour in the United States soon, but disclosed
he’s enjoying where he is right now.
"I take it day-by-day because I love what
I do for a living,” Aleman said. “It was what
I always dreamed of becoming. I used to
play in different bands, but the music started
to stir emotions when I turned to nuevo

flamenco."
Aleman attended the University of TexasPan American a couple of years ago where
he learned the principles of music.
"UTPA inspired me to be disciplined in
what I do. I used to practice for eight hours
a day on my guitar to get to the level I am
at today,” he said. “I learned that regardless
of who is teaching you, you should put all
of your heart into what you're doing. This is
the only way you'll receive so much in
return, whether in it may be short or long
term. Just stick with it."
Aleman is looking forward to the release
of his CD, “Soul Speak” in November,
with original music played solo. He finds
inspiration from bands such as the Gypsy
Kings and the Beatles.
"Playing makes me nervous, but it also
allows me to feel happiness and depression
when I am filled with emotions at the guitar.
When I interpret I make it a point, like a
writer or poet, to make it my own by baring
my soul. It is my inner feelings exposed.”
Michael Ochoa, graphic artist for Pulse
Magazine said, "Mario is awesome. He does
stuff I can never do when I play guitar. He
makes me want to go home and play
guitar."
Pablo Espinoza, UTPA senior computer
info systems major, said,
"Aleman has real talent
for classical guitar. He
can entertain any crowd
for hours."
Besides Monday,
Aleman can be heard
Tuesday and Wednesday
at Prada from 8:30 p.m.
to around 9:30 p.m.
HEW HEPHNER

(Left) - David “Chest Rockwell” Rios, far left, Elias “Machine”
Montemayor, both guitarists for the band Hew Hephner, perform Monday night at Prada.
(Above) - Mario Aleman emotionally harmonizes his spirit
with nuevo flamenco rhythm on one of Prada’s stages.
Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American

Trucks 'n' Babes
magazine exclaims
"Astonishing!!! Breath
Taking!! A Triumph!!"
Hew Hephner is a party
band that plays music
from the ‘80s, modern
rock (Cold play, Radio
Head, Perfect Circle,
etc.),and country. The
band also adds excitement
by dressing up as
Mexican wrestlers while
they perform.
"We will continue to
play at Prada until we get
kicked off for bad
behavior," Elias
Montemayor said.

The band consists of four members. Bass
and vocals Elias "Machine" Montemayor,
lead guitar and vocals David "Chest
Rockwell" Rios, rhythm guitar and vocals
Wix "Chota Boy" King, and drummer
Homer "Dickochet" Rios.
"Hew Hephner is such a sexy band," said
computer technician Josh Calera.
These men don't just play, they have
"hobbies" that they attend every day.
Montemayor is an art teacher, David Rios is
a guitar instructor and a recording engineer,
King is a UTPA student, and Homer Rios is
a drummer and a drum instructor.
Montemayor said, "Playing in the band is
more like a religion, while our everyday
jobs are like hobbies we get by on."
Hew Hephner was created by Homer
Rios a year ago with Montemayor and
King. They came up with Hew which
consists of the first letters in their names,
and added Hephner. David Rios joined the
band in June. Presently, each of the band
members also plays in three to four different
bands around the Rio Grande Valley. They
stay together because they like their sound
and they have many common experiences.
"You feel gratified when a drunk person
falls in front of you and then apologizes for
messing our music up, when in reality they
didn't," David Rios said.
Hew Hephner has already created a
following on Monday nights. Efren Abrego,
police and fire dispatcher with the Mission
Police Department, has been there every
Monday. This resulted in the band inviting
him to sing a song with them.
Abrego said, "They combine the best of
classic and modern rock with their
exceptional original tunes to keep the crowd
up all night long."
UTPA sophomore in Art Gabriella Rios
said, " They have an original style. I
especially like the power of the lead singer,
but I love the drums."
Hew Hephner hopes to branch out to
other establishments around the Rio Grande
Valley and one day open for major bands.
These musicians enjoy performing their
music for an audience, but they did have
two things to complain about in regard to
playing live.
Montemayor said, "There are too many
girls that want to get on stage and too many
people requesting Lynard Skynyrd's ‘Free
Bird.’"
Hew Hephnew band members added,
"We are here to get the band and the
audience to be ridiculous and have a lot of
fun. We even put something up in the girls’
bathroom to think of us. Hopefully
everyone can come to hang out with us."

Joaquin Arizpe
Junior
Computer Science
CD: Llego el Amor by Pesado
Web site: “elnorte.com.mx”

Enyli Alonzo
Freshman
Marketing
Movie: My Life
Book: “Left Behind” series by Tim Lattaye and Jerry B.
Jenkins
Web site: ciudadfutura.com

Dr. Arthur Chtcherba
Professor
Computer Science
Movie: “American Beauty”
CD: Ultra by Depeche Mode
Book: “Too Human” Nietzche
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What students like to read, listen to and surf.

By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American
Monday is not usually a big party night,
but it is at Prada. Here, guitars are
strummed and drums beat out a rhythm.
Here two music types meet to make for a
full night. Guitarist Mario Aleman plays
nuevo flamenco contemporary acoustic
from 8:30 to 10 p.m. followed by the
energetic band, Hew Hephner from 10 p.m.
to 2 a.m.
MARIO ALEMAN
Mario Aleman is a professional guitarist
who has played in places like Houston,
Canada, Mexico City, as well as the Valley.
He played once for former President Bill
Clinton. He’s performed at the McAllen
Chamber of Commerce, the Cimarron
Country Club, and has been at Prada for
two years. He hopes to do a state-to-state
tour in the United States soon, but disclosed
he’s enjoying where he is right now.
"I take it day-by-day because I love what
I do for a living,” Aleman said. “It was what
I always dreamed of becoming. I used to
play in different bands, but the music started
to stir emotions when I turned to nuevo

flamenco."
Aleman attended the University of TexasPan American a couple of years ago where
he learned the principles of music.
"UTPA inspired me to be disciplined in
what I do. I used to practice for eight hours
a day on my guitar to get to the level I am
at today,” he said. “I learned that regardless
of who is teaching you, you should put all
of your heart into what you're doing. This is
the only way you'll receive so much in
return, whether in it may be short or long
term. Just stick with it."
Aleman is looking forward to the release
of his CD, “Soul Speak” in November,
with original music played solo. He finds
inspiration from bands such as the Gypsy
Kings and the Beatles.
"Playing makes me nervous, but it also
allows me to feel happiness and depression
when I am filled with emotions at the guitar.
When I interpret I make it a point, like a
writer or poet, to make it my own by baring
my soul. It is my inner feelings exposed.”
Michael Ochoa, graphic artist for Pulse
Magazine said, "Mario is awesome. He does
stuff I can never do when I play guitar. He
makes me want to go home and play
guitar."
Pablo Espinoza, UTPA senior computer
info systems major, said,
"Aleman has real talent
for classical guitar. He
can entertain any crowd
for hours."
Besides Monday,
Aleman can be heard
Tuesday and Wednesday
at Prada from 8:30 p.m.
to around 9:30 p.m.
HEW HEPHNER

(Left) - David “Chest Rockwell” Rios, far left, Elias “Machine”
Montemayor, both guitarists for the band Hew Hephner, perform Monday night at Prada.
(Above) - Mario Aleman emotionally harmonizes his spirit
with nuevo flamenco rhythm on one of Prada’s stages.
Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
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Taking!! A Triumph!!"
Hew Hephner is a party
band that plays music
from the ‘80s, modern
rock (Cold play, Radio
Head, Perfect Circle,
etc.),and country. The
band also adds excitement
by dressing up as
Mexican wrestlers while
they perform.
"We will continue to
play at Prada until we get
kicked off for bad
behavior," Elias
Montemayor said.

The band consists of four members. Bass
and vocals Elias "Machine" Montemayor,
lead guitar and vocals David "Chest
Rockwell" Rios, rhythm guitar and vocals
Wix "Chota Boy" King, and drummer
Homer "Dickochet" Rios.
"Hew Hephner is such a sexy band," said
computer technician Josh Calera.
These men don't just play, they have
"hobbies" that they attend every day.
Montemayor is an art teacher, David Rios is
a guitar instructor and a recording engineer,
King is a UTPA student, and Homer Rios is
a drummer and a drum instructor.
Montemayor said, "Playing in the band is
more like a religion, while our everyday
jobs are like hobbies we get by on."
Hew Hephner was created by Homer
Rios a year ago with Montemayor and
King. They came up with Hew which
consists of the first letters in their names,
and added Hephner. David Rios joined the
band in June. Presently, each of the band
members also plays in three to four different
bands around the Rio Grande Valley. They
stay together because they like their sound
and they have many common experiences.
"You feel gratified when a drunk person
falls in front of you and then apologizes for
messing our music up, when in reality they
didn't," David Rios said.
Hew Hephner has already created a
following on Monday nights. Efren Abrego,
police and fire dispatcher with the Mission
Police Department, has been there every
Monday. This resulted in the band inviting
him to sing a song with them.
Abrego said, "They combine the best of
classic and modern rock with their
exceptional original tunes to keep the crowd
up all night long."
UTPA sophomore in Art Gabriella Rios
said, " They have an original style. I
especially like the power of the lead singer,
but I love the drums."
Hew Hephner hopes to branch out to
other establishments around the Rio Grande
Valley and one day open for major bands.
These musicians enjoy performing their
music for an audience, but they did have
two things to complain about in regard to
playing live.
Montemayor said, "There are too many
girls that want to get on stage and too many
people requesting Lynard Skynyrd's ‘Free
Bird.’"
Hew Hephnew band members added,
"We are here to get the band and the
audience to be ridiculous and have a lot of
fun. We even put something up in the girls’
bathroom to think of us. Hopefully
everyone can come to hang out with us."
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PRODUCTION
idiotic hotel porter who looks a
lot like businessman Victor
Emmanuel, thus causing
confusion among the rest of the
characters. Perhaps the character
most affected by such identity
similarities is Victor Emmanuel’s
nephew, Camille, who at one
point becomes sure he has gone
mad.
Camille becomes a memorable
character because of his major
speech impediment. Because the
roof of his mouth has not formed
properly, he mispronounces
every word he says, replacing
careful with hare foo and sorry
with hohiy. For the part, Wiley
cast UTPA senior Alexander
Gelman.
“He is a very thoughtful
actor,” said Wiley. “I’ve worked
with him before and I know from
that experience he can deliver a
great performance.”
Still, playing a role as
particular as the young office
clerk - who in the second act is
able to talk normally thanks to a
silver palate - has proved to be
somewhat of a challenge for
Gelman. At some points, in
rehearsal, he forgets whether his
character is supposed to talk
with or without his impediment.
“It’s a somewhat complex
character,” adds Wiley. “He has a
virginal reputation yet he is a bit
of a ladies’ man and add to that
the fact that he speaks a
language of his own.”
UTPA transfer student Cecil
Castle III is no stranger to acting
in different. His character, Herr
Schwarz, is a military man who
speaks German throughout the
entire play, a language not very
familiar for Castle.
“My dad knows German so
some of it I know how to

Page 10

continued from page 7
pronounce but some I don’t,” he
explained. “At first I thought it
would be difficult but Dr. Wiley
has helped me out a lot and that
makes it a whole lot easier.”

“

THE DIRECTOR
Overhauling a set of floor
plans with the sketched scenery
and constantly referring to a
copy of the script, Dr. Eric Wiley
directs what he calls a “fastmoving comic farce.”
Because auditions for this
show registered the biggest
turnout, according to Wiley,
audiences will enjoy a fresh cast
and the excellent work of its
members.
“Working with this cast is
great,” he says. “They are actors
who very quickly get the idea of
what their characters are like and
how they behave.”
After having directed seven
shows for UTPA, “A Flea in Her
Ear” still poses a challenge for
the director.
“I’ve never worked with more
than 15 actors and there are 18
in this show,” he explains.
“There’s also a lot of action, a
lot of running and all of that has
to be timed because an error in
that could be catastrophic.”
In addition to the action-filled
scene, there is also the element
of violence. For this reason
UTPA instructor Brian Warren
will assist Wiley by tutoring
some of the cast members in
stage combat.
Warren, who is certified in
actor combat, was called in by
Wiley to supervise a scene in
which a character gets kicked
across the stage.
“My job is basically to make it
look funny without looking fake

I actually started working on a costume
during the summer. And there are a lot
of other things to do like finding wigs
and getting shoes and hose for all the
men and women.
- Kate Ellis,
costume designer

and without the actors getting
hurt,” said Warren.
He feels confident this will not
be difficult and should only
require a single meeting with the
actors involved in the scene.
THE BACKSTAGE CREW
“Is there really going to be a
revolving bed?” is a frequently
asked question among actors,
and set designer Tom Grabowski
is the one to ask.
“Definitely,” he is quick to
respond. “There can’t be a show
without a revolving bed. It is
essential to the plot.”
The set already in construction
is an ambitious one. In addition
to the already famous bed, two
interchangeable sceneries are
planned. The one for the second
act requires the construction of a
staircase and
seven doors
and
doorways.
The
completion
for both sets
is scheduled
for just
before the
show
opening.

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Assistant Dean of Students David Mariscal (left) hands out tokens for the Fun
Walk earlier this week.
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“Getting all the details right
will take us quite a while,”
Grabowski explains. “It all
depends on the skills of the
people who work on it and how
many people work on it.”
At the time of the interview
the number of people who for
prop and scenery building was
still unknown, however
Grabowski feels confident there
will not be any serious problems.
“Perhaps the only challenge
would be changing the scenery
during the actual presentation
because there’s not a lot of room
for moving the pieces on and off
stage,” he adds.
A similar situation is faced by
costume designer Kate Ellis.
Because of a minimum staff only
a few costumes will be made.
The rest will be rented.
However, the limited number

of costumes that will be created
specially for this show will keep
Ellis and her staff quite busy
until opening night.
“I actually started working on
a costume during the summer,”
she explains. “And there are a lot
of other things to do like finding
wigs and getting shoes and hose
for all the men and women.”
This is the first time Ellis has
worked on costumes for the
period of this play. Even when
other plays set in different
periods were produced, the
costumes were modernized.
“A lot of research had to be
done and based on that and the
director’s decision, we decide
what we are gong to use,” she
said.
THE APPLAUSE
So are the cast members,
director and backstage crew
really looking forward to? The
audience’s applause.
“It gives you a rush,” says
Mark Guerra. “And every actor
is a real attention-seeker.”
It surely will not be hard for
them to obtain it. The long hours
invested in every aspect of the
production are already paying off
and that becomes visible as the
process progresses. Heak a heg,
guys.
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Around
Town
Arturo Montes Radio
Show
Sept. 12 at 8 p.m.
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: Performing are Los
Unikos, Laura Canales, Cali
Carranza y Los Formales,
Los Gilitos, Los Tesoros de
Samuel Ramos, Arturo
Montes y Ternura
Price: Tickets are $5 before
8 p.m. and $7 after.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Local band show
Sept. 13 at 7 p.m.
Place: Athena’s, 1516
Beech Ave., McAllen
Event: Bands performing
include I.F.V., Dying
Embrace, Sub 7, Disposable
Assassins and a mystery
band.
Price: $5
Texas Last Comic
Standing
Sept. 20
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: Ponchi Herrera
hosts the ‘Texas Last Comic
Standing Competition’
featuring comics Jody
Ferdig, Kim Kerley, Dave
Bradford, Miguel Lorenzon,
Eddie Cruz and Tim Schultz.
Price: Tickets are $18 for
general admission and $23
for reserved.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
Event: April 18 - Texas All
Stars of Comedy with Dave
Lawson, Keir Spates and
Terry Gross, $20 for
reserved, $15 general
admission; April 19 - Little
Joe y la familia and Ruben
Ramos, $15 in advance, $
20 at the door; April 25 Rick Springfield, $45-55
reserved, $25 general
admission; April 26 Hypnotist John Milton, $20
reserved, $15 general
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BREAKING A LEG:

A theater production in the making
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
Four chairs lined up and
a black metal podium
strategically placed on the
left side of the Albert L.
Jeffers Theatre’s stage
make up the hotel room
where a misguided affair
is taking place. Despite the
fashionable cargos,
sneakers and brand shirts
the actors sport, the scene
is set in the early 1900s.
It is the third rehearsal
meeting for the cast of “A
Flea in Her Ear,” a French
farce by Georges Feydeau
which was translated by
John Mortimer. The story
about a woman who
questions her husband’s
fidelity will open at the
University of Texas-Pan
American’s Main Stage
theater season Oct. 15.
The process from
rehearsal to presentation,
however, is a long one. It
actually started in the fall
of 2002 when the play was
proposed by Dr. Eric
Wiley, associate professor
in the communication

department. Since the play
fit the appropriate criteria
- such as being different
from other plays produced
before, was able to be
presented in the theater’s
stage, and had a
reasonable number of
actors in it - it was picked
by The University
Theatre’s committee and
the rights for it were
secured with the publisher.
The first pre-production
meeting was held this year
and it covered stage and
costume design.
Early this fall, auditions
were held and the cast met
for a reading of the script
a couple of days just
before rehearsals started.
THE REHEARSAL
It has only been a week
since auditions were held,
yet director Wiley and the
cast have already managed
to act out the characters’
basic movements for the
first two acts on stage. It
is not always easy. For
one, the scenery at this
point is almost completely

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American
Mark Guerra practices lines from the production “A Flea in Her
Ear.”

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American
Clockwise from top, sophomore Robert Soto, junior Mark Guerra, sophomore Hernan Cortez III,
sophomore and stage manager Johnny Gonzalez, senior Ruby Guerra, junior Didi Duron and
freshman Emilee Clifton.

imaginary: the four chairs
will eventually be replaced
by a revolving bed and
there will be a door where
the podium now stands.
Also, a staircase will be
built on the right side of
the stage where a chair
now stands in for it.
“It’s always easier
working with the real
stuff,” says cast member
Mark Guerra. “But at this
point you have in your
imagination an idea of
what it all looks like even
though at the end it never
looks the same.”
Indeed, Wiley often
reminds the cast that some
things will change once
the set is built. Some walls
and furniture will fill the
stage. In addition, the real
doors and stairs will be of
help to some actors who,
at this point, do not seem
to remember where they
will be located and keep
walking through invisible
walls.
Another common
problem is the meeting
hours. The 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. schedule does not fit
all of the cast members’
school and work
schedules, so stand-ins are
not unusual. On the fourth
meeting while rehearsing a
scene from the second act,

assistant stage manager
Michel Rangel stood in for
Ruby Guerra, who plays
Raymonde Chandebise
while stage manager
Johnny Gonzalez read the
lines of an absent
Baptistin, played by Carter
Robinson, from a seat in
front of the stage.
The performers manage
to act with a copy of the
script and a pencil to make
notes at hand. Yet hardly
two lines of dialogue are
spoken before Wiley offers
more suggestions or
corrects that tricky French
pronunciation.
“Most of the names in
the play are French,” he
explains. “So we are
constantly practicing the
pronunciation.”
Pronunciation
challenges aside, both
agreements and
disagreements between
actors and characters are
voiced during rehearsal.
Guerra does not like that
Victor Emmanuel gives in
so easily to hotel manager
Augustine Feraillon’s
bossiness when mistaken
with Poche, whereas
Michael Moore, who plays
Feraillon, is glad his
character is bossy and illmannered because this
allows him to experience a

sort of catharsis.
In addition, because of
their characters’
description, several cast
members are facing other
particular challenges.
THE CAST
Composed of a variety
of new and experienced
actors, the cast is one of
the strongest elements of
this production. Among
the characters that will
surely catch the audiences’
attention are Camille
Chandebise, Herr Schwarz,
Victor Emmanuel
Chandebise and Poche.
The latter two are played
by UTPA junior Mark
Guerra.
“This is the first time I
play two characters in one
play,” he explained. “I’m
trying to discover
differences between them
so audiences can tell them
apart without having to
change my voice a lot.”
For this purpose, Guerra
is working on his
characters’ postures. He
explains that by doing so
each character will have a
personality of his own and
they will seem more real.
In the play, Poche is an

See PRODUCTION page 10
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Administration response has focused on
questioning the number of faculty capable
of answering the type of questions in the
survey, and also questioned the validity of
some of the questions. The contention is
that questions might not elicit answers
which correspond to actual job
descriptions and work done. It must be
noted on the first criticism that 44 percent
of the respondents have been at the
university at least 12 years.
Arevalo answered his tough faculty
treatment by stating that even though his
scores are low, he feels there is not
sufficient information to be able to rate
each individual with an accurate outcome.
“I doubt less than 100 [respondents]
know what I do. I do take the responses
seriously whether they are 50 faculty or
200,” Arevalo explained. “If there was a
high level of interaction and low scores
then I would be really concerned that there
is something wrong.”
To this end, 56 percent of the faculty
thought that their opinions were based on
occasional and substantive interaction.
Only 17 percent said their views came
from extensive interaction with the
subjects under study.
The issue for Arevalo and most
administrators is the question of how
many faculty members really know them.
He stated that although he has low
interaction with faculty, it is due mainly to
his broad
responsibilities
SURVEY DATA
within the university.
Because of the high
number of faculty
working, he is not
able to interact with
each and every one
of them on a regular
basis.
“Deans are
supposed to

communicate with faculty and I meet with
them once every two weeks,” Arevalo
stated. “There is where I get the
information.”
However, the faculty’s main reason for
the evaluation, according to former
Faculty Senate Chair Cynthia Brown,
assistant professor of economics and
finance, is to urge better performance.
Faculty intervention in the form of the
survey is done to show each person’s
perspective of how the administrators are
doing their job and let them know of
weaknesses to work on.
For instance, on Nevarez’ evaluation, 65
percent of respondents thought that he
does not appoint effective and qualified
adminstrators. According to Arevalo’s
critique, 67 percent feel he does not
maintain faculty morale.
“It is not required by the Handbook of
Operating Procedures, but traditionally the
evaluations are done every third year,”
Brown said. “And the faculty use the
survey as a way to express their opinion
toward administrators with the idea that
the information will be taken into
consideration.”
Nevarez commented that the scores will
never be very high and that the low scores
in the evaluation are in large part because
many faculty react to certain, isolated
decisions made by the administration. If
these particular cases leave a bad taste in

their mouths, negative responses are made
on the survey.
“It is important how faculty feel about
administration,” Nevarez said. “I pay
attention to my weaknesses and understand
some faculty do not understand the other
responsibilities.”
Nevarez also added that after 23 years,
the evaluations have been very helpful for
him in determining his weaknesses and
what he needs to do to improve his job
performance. Although, he also points out
that it is sometimes difficult to weigh them
because there is a tendency for those
faculty with negative remarks and grudges
to be the ones who respond to the surveys,
and not those that might be satisfied with
his work.
Several faculty members argued just the
opposite, however, claiming that those
who strongly support the administration
use the survey as an opportunity to rally
around the member(s) being evaluated.
Dr. Dan Dearth, chair of the Criminal
Justice Department and vice chair of the
Senate this term, said the evaluations
should be taken seriously because the
faculty takes time to complete them.
“Some administrators probably take
them more seriously than others, but
faculty get evaluations from administration
and peers and they have to specify a plan
on improving their performance,” Dearth
commented. “All we are asking is for the
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administration to do the same.”
Brown commented the Senate has
proposed a resolution for the evaluation to
be done annually and become part of the
official evaluation process of the
administrators. Currently it has no binding
part in that process. However, the need for
making the survey annual is questioned by
both faculty and administrators.
Nevarez stated that having the survey
done every year might have a downside in
terms of turnout, and as a result the quality
of the research might suffer. Brown, who
has mixed feelings about tinkering with
the reliability of the survey, nonetheless
sees it as a good opportunity for
administrators to listen to what faculty has
to say.
The issue is scheduled to be treated this
term in meetings where adminstators will
address the Senate, partly because the
administrators’ use of the research does
not mesh with what the faculty had in
mind. This week Arevalo was scheduled to
address the Senate because he knows the
evaluation process.
Arevalo has conducted an annual
evaluation of all deans and associate vice
presidents for the five years he has been in
office. He uses these as a way to measure
productivity, leadership, and decisionmaking ability; as well as the ability to
manage college resources. Administrators
feel the annual evaluation done by Arevalo
is more comprehensive than
the Senate one.
“I use the survey data as
one additional measure of
an administrator’s
performance,” Arevalo said.
“Based on the
administrator’s performance
I use their evaluation to
provide guidance to
administrators about how
they can improve.”

Reception
12 p.m. at the University Center Ballroom
Thursday, September 18, 2003

Theme: Hispanics-The Largest Minority in the U.S. Higher Education in Mexico
Sunday,
September 14, 2003
Estudiantiuna de la
Universidad de
Guanajuato
World Renowned Mexican
Folkloric Music
4:00 PM at the Library
Foyer
Tuesday, September 16,
2003
Hispanics & Immigration
Moderated by Dr. Gilbert Cardenas & Dr.
Teofilo Ozuna
9:10 a.m at Edu. Bldg, 219

Hispanics and Public Policy
Moderated by Dr. Homer Garcia & Dr.
Gabriela Lemus
12 p.m. SBSC 101

Mariachi La Joya and Grupo Tabasco
12 p.m. at Library Foyer
Hispanic Literature: Jose Revueltas and
Juan Rulfo
Moderated by: Dr. Sylvia M. Dominguez,
Dr. Jose Skinner, and Dr. Rene Saldaña
1:10 p.m. at BA 118
Provost’s Hispanic Heritage Awards
Merlenda Reception
3 p.m. at Board of Regents Room, AB

Moderated by: Dr. Gilbert Cardenas &
Horacio Bernal, CPA
9:10 a.m. in Edu. Bldg. 219

Hispanics and the Media
Moderated by: Dr. Gregory Selber & Dr.
Salma Ghanem
12 p.m. at BA 110
Mariachi UTPA
12 p.m. at the Library Foyer

Hispanic Business in the XXI
Century
The Mexican Revolution: Mexican Novelas & Moderated by Mr.
Javier Martinez &
Cinema
Dr. Arturo Vasquez
4:30 p.m. at BA 110
Son de Veracruz
7 p.m. at the Library Foyer
Wednesday, September 17, 2003
Hispanic Heritage Week Special Alumni

Ballet Folklorico
Tecnologico de Reynosa
7 p.m. at the Library
Foyer
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Project STARS presents students 9/11
with road map for career changes
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The College of Education is
granting students of The University
of Texas-Pan American an
opportunity to receive financial
help while making a transition into
teaching.
According to Dr. Hilda Medrano,
dean of the College of Education,
one of the college goals is to help
alleviate the teacher shortage in the
Rio Grande Valley. One way to do
this is to create a program that is
accessible to different student
populations. UTPA students who
want to change careers now have
the chance to become part of a
project known as STARS.
Project STARS (Supporting
Teachers Across Rural Schools)
was created to help students who
are paraprofessionals, professional
degreed individuals, or recent
college graduates who are
interested in obtaining a teacher
certification. Medrano commented
that too often after graduation
students realize they are not happy
with their careers and programs
like STARS give them a second
chance in another field. Individuals
seeking to become part of this
program can receive teacher
certification in bilingual education,

“

The purpose of
funding is to help
us recruit, prepare,
and place degreed
individuals in
classrooms as fully
certified teachers.

“
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- Dr. Hilda Medrano,
Dean of the
College of Education

math, reading, special education,
science, and technology.
The university is already known
as one of the leading producers of
teachers in the state, and this
program should help to keep that
momentum going.
STARS is a federally funded
project, since UTPA has received
funding from the U.S. Department
of Education for five years. This
money has enabled the college to
give financial assistance to students
who are part of the project.
Individuals who are part of this
program receive a $3,000 teaching
scholarship.
“The purpose of funding is to
help us recruit, prepare, and place

degreed individuals in classrooms
as fully certified teachers,” said
Medrano.
In order to receive the
scholarship and become part of the
project students must meet specific
requirements. Those interested
must at least have a minimum 2.75
grade point average, a minimum of
two years of college coursework or
a bachelor’s degree, passing TASP
scores, and a commitment to teach
in high-need schools for at least
three years.
STARS consists of three phases:
the application phase, the pre-intern
phase, and the internship phase.
Those who are part of this program
will be required to attend
professional development seminars.
The alternative certification
program will also supervise them.
“In the first three years, which
are known as the induction period,
they will be supervised by our
alternative certification program,”
said Medrano. “They will also have
a mentor teacher assigned to them
during their first year as a teacher.”
Currently UTPA has 33 students
who took their teacher certification
coursework in the summer and are
now placed in schools as teachers.
For more information on Project
STARS contact the College of
Education at 381-3627.

continued from page 1

with unanimous approval by a
longshot. Almost since the
beginning of the debacle, there has
been a consistent minority
opposed to the war on terror. As
the presidential election looms
next year, Democrats have stepped
up the anti-Bush rhetoric and
called into question some aspects
of the country’s war on terrorism.
The Patriot Act, designed to
tighten security, is also under
assault by those who claim it
infringes on certain constitutional
rights.
And some skeptics have
questioned the idea of patriotism,
suggesting that it is only a short
step from such a concept to
jingoism and hubris, negative
character traits that some blame
for the attacks in the first place.
In short, American certainty was
a casualty of the attacks, and
optimists hope that in the process
of questioning some aspects of
policy and paradigm, a new unity
will result. Pessimists assume that
the loss of certainty is just another
level to the gradual decay of the
nation. Time will tell which camp
is more prescient.
This sort of discourse, though
painful and at times obsessively
antagonistic, is in the end what
makes democracy such a fulfilling
adventure. Dissent is a vital part of
the mix, and yet there are still
plenty of people willing to hew to

the standards the government sets.
"I'm willing to sacrifice certain
freedoms to be safer," said 18year-old Carlos Fraire in comment
on the Patriot Act and stricter
travel checks.
Faire is a freshman majoring in
accounting at UTPA, and he
expressed that though regulations
have become tougher his safety
and that of his family were very
important.
"I might not agree with
everything completely, but it’s for
my own safety," said Fraire.
There is no doubt that Sept. 11,
2001 affected the lives of millions
in both the United States and other
parts of the world. People's
attitudes reflected new ideas, new
feelings toward other cultures, and
a different sense of reality.
Mike Dowling, author of "The
Electronic Passport to Conflicts in
the Middle East," said that
overcoming cultural differences is
key in preventing further events
like 9/11.
“Through television and the
Internet, we have instant access to
almost any part of the world. With
that access comes a responsibility
to understand other people and
cultures,” Dowling said. “By
learning about and understanding
one another, we can hope that the
citizens of the world can develop a
sense of tolerance and respect for
one another."
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CAREER PLACEMENT SEMINAR

DATING

continued from page 4

published on premier personals.net, avid online date
service users cannot expect to enjoy the conveniences of
these systems without finding a price tag attached
somewhere.
The article explains that no sites are completely free.
They typically provide certain free features and services,
but the more appealing features require a fee. Such pay
features usually encompass chats, unlimited electronic
mail, instant messaging, and notification when new
members register.
An added benefit for paying customers is that they are
given top placement in search results, whereas
nonpaying members end up behind over 100,000 people
who are “invested” subscribers.
According to statistics at date.com, 24.3 percent of
singles in the United States have used or are currently
using online dating services or personals to meet.
Prior to selecting prospective candidates from the
online population, individuals first weed through the
various lists of services to choose one.
Naposki’s site divided reviews into categories like:
international dating services, online matchmaking
services, Russian bride services, and services for those
with sexual transmitted diseases, such as herpes.
“Like anything, you can break this down in a variety
of ways: by religion, sexual preferences, nationality,
culture, age, location, language and so on,” Naposki said.
“For us, the true factor which determines whether a
particular type of category ends up on our site is whether
or not there are excellent dating services to fulfill the
prospective category.”
Robin Lopez, a sophomore at UTPA, said, “Even with
all the different types of online dating sites, people still
run the risk of being lied to or attracting psychos.”
The risks that develop because of the anonymity
involved with online dating has been a controversial
issue since these sites began to pop up. As a result, online
services attempt forms of control to maintain safety.
Two years ago a Texas A&M student was murdered in
Central Texas when he visited a person he had been
chatting online. Though this case did not involve a dating
service, it shows the sort of dangers out there.
Date.com screens all written profiles, and ad content
must adhere to the site’s standards of conduct. Clients are
advised to follow basic safety guidelines of dating.
“I’ve never tried it [online dating], partly because I
don’t know how safe it is,” said Lopez, 20. “I would
possible consider giving it a try if I were single.”
Weaver said, “Anything is possible with online dating,
I found a husband through it.”
Risky or not, online dating continues to expand in the
business world with the creation of new services, larger
clientele, and increasing revenues.
According to an article by Marguerite Higgins in the
Knight Ridder Tribune Business News, the online
portion of the dating services industry makes up a third
of the total revenues with $304 million in 2002.
Naposki of premierpersonal.net said, “As far as I’m
concerned, anything which brings human beings together
is good. There are many lonely unhappy people in this
world. Whatever we can all do to find companionship,
friendship and love… I am all for it.”

The Career Placement Services Office
presented the seminar “Success in the
Workplace,” Tuesday afternoon in the Student
Services Center.
The seminar was presented by the Lockheed
Martin Company, a leading system integrator
and information technology company.
Approximately 25 students attended the
seminar, which was geared toward helping
students answer questions regarding how to
reach the highest positions available in a
company and gather advice on how to become
a confident, productive, and capable
employee. Two of the three presenters were
UTPA graduates now working for the Lockheed
Martin Co.
Cody Hamer, above (in white shirt), and Agapito Calderon, right, both
UTPA graduates working for Lockheed Martin Company, speak to students at the “Success in the Workplace” seminar.
Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American

RECYCLING

continued from page 2

more easily. But a recent Houston
Chronicle article spotlighted the city
of Crockett in East Texas, which
turned over 30 percent of its garbage
into recycled material. Crockett is
smaller than Edinburg.
Edna Guerra works for the
Edinburg Recycling Center and
explained that the recycling center
never really is filled to capacity but
is becoming more popular among the
city. There is a drop-off point that is
used daily, but the popularity of it
isn’t as prominent as it should be.
“Right now, there are many local
businesses that are participating in
the recycling process,” Guerra said.

“We receive computer paper, motor
oil, the usual glass and plastic, but in
much larger amounts. The residents
do tend to drop off items, but it’s
never really consistent.”
Still, there are signs that a local
effort might be forthcoming. At
UTPA, there is the connection
between the Edinburg Recycling
Center and the university. Currently
the university donates used
magazines and other materials to be
recycled.
Christy Ramirez, a sophomore
business major and Student
Government Association senator
says there are currently committees

that handle the care of recycling on
campus.
“Right now, we have a committee
to deal with environment issues,”
Ramirez said. “It is one of the
topics that is constantly being
addressed as different aspects of
environmental awareness are being
looked into by different members of
SGA.”
Oscar Garza, Vice President of
SGA is in charge of the committee
and holds responsibilities of the
group. Rather than the organization
actually creating it’s own club, there
is subdivions of SGA that will
handle the issues.

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
A forklift moves cardboard boxes at the Edinburg recycling center.
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Assistance program rolling with
proposed changes in control, funding
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
After 38 years of service to lowincome families, the federally funded
Head Start program is facing major
changes.
Lawmakers are seeking to change the
way Head Start is operated. Since its
inception, each center has decided what
it needs to do in order to better serve its
children. But recent bills filed by
Republican lawmakers seek to give
states more control over the program.
According to one plan, eight states
would be selected for a pilot plan.
According to Teresa Flores, director of
the Hidalgo County Head Start Program,

2003 FAMILY INCOME
GUIDELINES
FOR HEAD START
Size of Family Unit
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Income
$8,980
$12,120
$15,260
$18,400
$21,540
$24,680
$27,820
$30,960

For Family Units with more than 8
members, add $3,140, for each additional member.
SOURCE: Federal Register, February 7, 2003
(Vol. 68, No. 26, pp. 6456-6458)

DAILY REVIEW
for small papers to work along with
large franchises. The Review is at a
disadvantage in many respects.
“The Monitor is a Valleywide daily
and the Edinburg Daily Review is a city
daily,” said McKone, who has written
for both papers at one time or another.
Lim doesn’t recognize a competition
between The Monitor and the Daily
Review because he says the two papers
have different focuses.
“We don’t try to compete with The
Monitor. It’s like a mom and pop store
trying to compete with Wal-Mart,” said
Lim.
Still, recent Daily Review articles
have publicized a furor involving
Monitor reporter Alma Walzer and her
reporting of the Texas Legislature and
local politics. The paper also ran a
tongue-and-cheek account of the
Monitor’s bid for tax relief recently,
spotlighting the embarrassment
supposedly heaped upon its
representatives by the McAllen City
Commission at a hearing. Steve Taylor,
a former Monitor reporter, now has a
regular byline in the Review, and has
not been bashful in employing tough,
unflinching reporting.

Texas will not be one of the eight states
chosen because it does not meet certain
requirements. In order to be chosen a
state must show proof of a welldeveloped early childhood development
program for 3- and 4-year-olds. In
addition, all Head Start teachers will be
required to have a bachelor’s degree.
Flores commented that it will probably
be a couple of years before this decision
goes into effect and cause impact.
If this law does make it the Head Start
Program will operate along with school
districts. The program would be
required to function under an academic
curriculum like the ones used by school
districts. Its history has been as an
agency focusing on other aspects of a
child’s quality of life besides academics,
such as health care, daycare, meals and
preparation for school each day. Flores
stated that she would not have a problem
working with various school districts.
“I don’t mind working with school
districts,” said Flores. “However school
districts do not offer the same services
that Head Start does.”
There are two requirements for
children looking to benefit from Head
Start. The child must come from a low
income family and must be three or four
before Sept. 1. After these requirements
are met, the child can begin to enjoy the
benefits of the program. Flores stated
that the goal of the Head Start program
is to be able to help the children and
their caregivers.
“We don’t only focus on the children
or on the families,” said Flores. “We
focus on providing services to the
children and their families at the same
time.”
Flores stated that too often people do
not believe in the program because they
don’t understand how it works. Parents
should feel safe leaving their children at
Head Start because the program follows

strict Texas state licensing criteria. The
Texas Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services set the regulations
for the Head Start program. The
maximum number of 3-year-olds that
can be in a classroom is 17 and the
teacher must have an assistant. The
maximum number of 4-year-olds that
can be in each classroom is 20 and the
teacher must also have an assistant. The
program must also follow specific
standards for feeding and disciplining
the children, just like daycare.
“If there is any complaint about how
we treat the children, child protective
services will immediately come in and
investigate,” said Flores.
In case the new law does go into
effect Head Start is preparing to fulfill
the new requirements. Currently Head
Start teachers are only required to have
an associate’s degree, but under the new
law they must have a bachelor’s. To
circumvent this, many Head Start
officials are starting to encourage their
employees to go back to school. For
those who do decide to go to school the
program often pays for the tuition fees
and books.
“We have increased the number of
people going to school,” said Flores.
“As we move along if we can’t get our
staff to go to school we will have to
replace them.”
Currently, Head Start helps 3,570
children in Hidalgo County alone. The
director stated that the progress made by
the children in the Head Start is
tremendous. The program is at a
disadvantage because there are more
children in need than the program can
help.
“I think Head Start should get
increased funding rather than change the
way it is funded,” said Flores. “It is a
program that helps us break the poverty
cycle.”

continued from page 3
The scope of coverage is not the only
difference between the two papers. The
Daily Review is notorious for
specializing in spotlighting what it sees
as corruption.
“I’ve been through a lot of technical
changes [with the Daily Review], but
the principle is the same,” said McKone,
69, a former reporter and also longtime
sports information director at UTPA.
“The Daily Review is unique because it
is one of the few family papers left,” he
said. “It has courageously criticized
local people, no matter who they are.”
COMMUNITY WATCHDOG
“We cover issues that other papers
don’t for fear of reprisals,” said Lim.
“We don’t leave any stones unturned in
covering these issues.”
The city of Edinburg has attempted to
boycott the Daily Review in the past
because of the controversial stories it
publishes. By the same token, the paper
has received recognition from public
officials, such as Aaron Pena. Pena
recognized the Daily Review in the 78th
Texas legislative session.
“In a town like this with the

courthouse, university, and big school
district, many things can go wrong as
far as corruption,” said Lim. “Most
small town papers report on social
affairs and there’s a need for that, but
there is also a need for exposing
corruption.”
“Sometimes [covering controversial
issues] comes with a price,” he added.
“In a city like Edinburg, if you have a
ruler who works in a dictatorial fashion,
businesses want to seem proestablishment. If you have a leaders that
dislike the paper and a business
supports it, they can seem antiestablishment.”
Lim carried on a steady battle with
former Mayor Joe Ochoa and his staff,
and some locals have speculated that the
paper’s badgering helped oust Ochoa
after 10 years and usher in UTPA grad
Richard Garcia as the new mayor.
Lim’s pointed columns are the
scourge of the City Council and
Edinburg school board at times.
As a small-town paper with a big-time
grudge against corruption and cronyism,
the Review continues to peck away,
giving citizens a peek at the area and its
lively events.
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WOMEN
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Figueroa-Munoz, she created excitement and energy
by making the women participate in an activity she
put together involving dancing around the room.
Figueroa-Munoz spoke on the importance on
learning from one’s mistakes, simplifying life, being
specific when delegating, and the importance of
laughter. She also demonstrated a breathing exercise.
She said that many working women do a good job
at juggling, but when everything is going well, a
woman becomes complacent. She said the challenges
then stop, and it becomes difficult to feel
accomplished.
“We are super women, but we are not
Superwoman,” Figueroa-Munoz said. “Whatever
happens today, the sun will still shine tomorrow.”
One feeling that all women who attended admitted
to feeling was guilt. They acknowledged that whether
it was from spending too much time at work or from
not spending enough time at work, the feeling of guilt
was always present. A woman can feel caught up at
work but will likely feel guilty about not being at
home. At the same time a woman can be caught up at
home but feel guilty about not keeping up in the
workplace.
“I came to this seminar to better understand my
kids, my husband and my co-workers,” said Alejandra
Gonzalez, personal banker at Lone Star National
Bank in Rio Grande City. “I also came to learn how
to relieve my own stress.”
It is important to remember oneself in the equation
of finding balance. There is work, family, and you. So
often women forget about the most important person
involved, themselves.
“We tend to give and give, but at some point in
time, we need to take in something,” Figueroa-Munoz
said. “And that’s when we become greater and can
begin to balance.”
The McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
holds workshops once a month like this one on
various topics, and encourages women to attend. The
women all agreed that whether a woman is a full-time
student, a full-time mother or a full-time career
woman, loving yourself first better suits you to love
and deal with everyone and everything around you.
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types of special elections.
“The first thing students need to do is to recognize
that they have responsibilities as citizens and should
make an effort to participate,” Freeman continued.
“One place to start, of course, is the news media.
There are many news and opinion magazines which
cover the waterfront of political thought within the
United States. Some of them lack quality, but there
are many excellent ones.”
An alternative source to find out more about this
proposition and others to be voted on is the Internet.
However, although there are some extremely
informative sites, there also many sites which lack
any legitimacy whatsoever.
“It can be difficult to learn how to differentiate
between legitimate sources and propaganda
peddlers,” Freeman said. “The first step there is to
approach each new source with a critical and an
analytic eye.”
“This is our opportunity to show the politicians
that we are cognizant of what is going on in Austin,”
Carrazo said. “Change can happen, but people must
get involved in the issues affecting us. Politicians
usually don't consider what might affect college
students because they know college students don't
vote. In fact, we received a big blow to our pockets
with the rising tuition and this will continue for the
next few years.”
“Prop 12 will not take away anyone’s rights, nor
is it about doctors not wanting to pay for
malpractice,” Villareal said. “If passed, this will help
keep doctors in your neighborhood. People of the
Rio Grande Valley won’t have to travel to Corpus or
San Antonio to receive the care they need. It is not
about not wanting to give people the money they
deserve, it’s about not allowing doctors to pay
millions of dollars in insurance.”
Talk about multilayered controversy.
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How important is religion
or faith in your life?
Shalia Noor Alam
Computer Science
Junior
Religion is a discipline. If people take it as
discipline and maintain it, I think it is a
good practice, but it is not good to go
overboard with it. Faith is required in all
religion. Without faith it is impossible
even to go forward because it is the
certainty that we hope is waiting for us,
even though we are unable to see it.

Fernando Medina
Computer Science
Senior
It is very important. It is the faith in God
Jesus that motivates my life and my
actions.

Dahlia Guzman
Philosophy
Senior
The question is very important to me
because I’m a philosophy major and
I’m trying to figure out how important
religion and faith are to me and to
other people.

Dr. Teofilo Ozuna
Graduate Behavioral Finance
Econometrics Professor
It’s very important. It helps me build
my character and see the good in
people.

Joe Martinez
Bodexo Service Staff
Student Union
It is extremely important to me. Every
morning I give thanks to the Lord to be
here every day.
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Dating web sites offering
more online alternatives
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
In the 1700s a woman who
placed a personal
advertisement in a newspaper
was put away for doing it. But
today such personals are not
only acceptable; they are being
augmented by online dating
services.
According to the People’s
Almanac no. 2 (1727) Helen
Morrison, a lonely spinster,
became the first woman to
place a Lonely Hearts
advertisement. It appeared in
the Manchester Weekly
Journal and as a result the
mayor promptly committed her
to a lunatic asylum for four
weeks.
Today’s society would
consider Morrison’s plight hard
to believe. They also might
find print ads a bit outdated as
well. The “Wild World of
Online Dating”, a recent
special on Video Hits One
(VH1) provided information

that Houston newspapers have
eliminated the personal
advertisement section because
people are increasingly opting
to use online resources.
Various other cities have made
the same adjustments.
John Naposki, president of
Premier Personals, said, “If
you type ‘online dating
services’ into Google,
2,760,000 results come back.”
His website,
premierpersonals.net, is a
resource for online dating.
News of this site has appeared
in Playboy, Newsday, and the
Wall Street Journal. Naposki
and his employees rate online
dating services and personals
sites.
The rating system is based
on 13 areas: site speed, ease of
use, picture quality, quality of
personal advertisements,
search features, and so on. A
top site is classified as a fivestar site. To receive five-star
status a site must score at least
a 29 out of a possible 30

points.
“Despite the total quantity of
online dating services, only a
select few, perhaps 75-100,
really have any true impact,”
said Naposki.
Of this number, he considers
three sites to be five-star
caliber: American Singles,
Date.com, and Match.com.
Heather Weaver, once a
member of Match.com’s
dating pool, found her husband
in an America Online chat
room.
“I think chatting on AOL
was more effective for me
because it was free, cheap, and
didn’t eat up a lot of my time,”
said Weaver, 21, a graduate of
the University of Texas-Pan
American. “I could chat with
that person for free versus
paying to chat with one person
or even contacting another
person like I did on
Match.com.”
According to an article

See DATING page 12

Empowerment workshop
builds job, home balance
By AIME SERNA
The Pan American
“The measure of a woman is not where she
stands in moments of comfort and convenience
but where she stands at times of challenge and
controversy,” were the words of Martin Luther
King Jr. They were also the words that ended the
“Finding a Balance Between Family and
Career” workshop for women on Tuesday
evening.
The women’s issues committee of the
McAllen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce put
together a free workshop focusing on issues
many women face, such as working women and
mothers. There were three speakers who shared
their experiences and abilities on how they
balance their personal and professional lives.
Among the guest speakers were Rose Guerra
Reyna, district judge for the Hidalgo County
Courthouse, Edna Posada, owner of Merle
Norman Cosmetics stores in McAllen,
Harlingen, and Brownsville, and Adelita
Figueroa-Munoz, extension agent for the Texas
Cooperative Extension of Texas A&M
University, and a volunteer counselor.
The workshop allowed women to hear stories
from other females who face similar situations,
and learned how to tackle problems with the
expert advice provided. To begin, each woman
introduced herself and explained what she
planned to gain from the workshop. It was a
small group of nine women. The speaker’s
presentations were sometimes followed by
intimate discussions amongst the women
present.
Most of the women who attended were
married with children and trying to find ways to
balance their lives. One woman’s situation,
however, was slightly different.
Elizabeth Gutierrez, 29 and single, took on
the role as caregiver of her elderly grandfather
shortly after her grandmother died. Gutierrez

comes from a large family, however, she is the
only unmarried member; therefore making her
the most obvious choice to watch over her
grandfather. Gutierrez says that although she is
unmarried has no children, she still finds it a
challenge to balance time between work and
home. She attended the workshop in hopes of
improving her time management between her
grandfather and work.
The featured speakers each brought up similar
points in their presentations. One point of advice
that each of them shared was to have faith.
“I was impressed with the emphasis on faith,”
said Maribel Escobar, vice chair of women’s
issues.
Judge Rose Guerra Reyna said that it is
important for women to view obstacles as
challenges rather than problems.
“Mind over matter,” she said. “I can do. I will
do.”
Reyna also brought up the importance of
organizational skills, learning to delegate, and
the power of compromise.
“It’s okay that you’re not going to be there
110 percent of the time,” Reyna said. “But when
you are there, you’ve got to give 110 percent.”
Posada, owner of Merle Norman Cosmetics,
spoke about the importance of setting priorities
and finding ways to relieve stress, such as
exercising. Posada said that exercising will not
only improve health, but self-confidence as well.
She said that as funny as it may sound, President
Bush was a motivating factor in her life.
“If President Bush can go exercise, you can’t
tell me that I have more things to do,” Posada
said.
Posada also talked about the importance of
making time for one’s female friends. She said
that it is important for any woman’s sanity that
she stay in touch with other women.
The last speaker among the three was

See WOMEN page 5
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Men’s golf finish 12th at Fairway
The UTPA men's golf team finished 12th at the 14-team Fairway Club
Invitational with a 36-hole overall score of 614. Iowa won the tournament, held at
the Firethorn Golf Course from Sept. 8-9, with a score of 581.
The Broncs shot a second round score of 308 and was five strokes behind 11th
place Troy State. The third and final round was canceled due to rain.
Senior John Huerta led Pan Am with a second round score of 75 and a 152
overall, which tied him for 34th.

Cross country team open season strong
UTPA’s cross country team opened the 2003 season with a strong performance
at the UTPA Cross Country Relays held at the Ebony Golf Course in Edinburg
last Friday.
Pan Am’s men’s team placed first in the 12-team event with a time of 49:35.
The Lady Broncs took second place after completing the course in 37:52 behind
Texas A&M-Kingsville who took first in the women’s race with a time of 39:09.

Devils sign oldest player in league
The defending NHL Stanley Cup champion New Jersey Devils signed center
Igor Larionov, 42, the oldest player in the league, on Wednesday.
Larionov, who is entering is 14th season and turns 43 in December, will fill the
void that Joe Nieuwendyk left when he departed as a free agent to sign with the
Toronto Maple Leafs. The 42-year-old Russian won three Stanley Cups with the
Detroit Red Wings in 1997, 1998, 2002.
Last season, Larionov had 10 goals and 33 assists in 74 games for Detroit.

UPCOMING UTPA SCHEDULE
Fri., Sept. 12 Volleyball vs. Texas Christian
at Fort Worth, 7 p.m. (TCU Tournament)
Sat., Sept. 13 Volleyball vs. Arkansas State
at Fort Worth, 10:30 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 13 Volleyball vs. Arkansas-Pine
Bluff at Fort Worth, 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 13 (M+W) cross country (New
Mexico Invitational) at Albuquerque, NM

NFL WEEK TWO SCHEDULE
Away
Washington
Buffalo
Detroit
Miami
San Francisco
Cleveland
Houston
Pittsburgh
Tennessee
Seattle
Carolina
Denver
Cincinnati
New England
Chicago
Dallas

Home
Atlanta
Jacksonville
Green Bay
N.Y. Jets
St. Louis
Baltimore
New Orleans
Kansas City
Indianapolis
Arizona
Tampa Bay
San Diego
Oakland
Philadelphia
Minnesota
N.Y. Giants

Date
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

L.A. and Detroit face off
in WNBA finals
The two-time defending WNBA champion Los Angeles Sparks (24-10) will
take on the Detroit Shock (25-9) in the Finals, which begin on Friday night at the
Staples Center.
Detroit won an 87-78 overtime game during the regular season, the only meeting between the two teams this year.
Game 2 will be Sunday in Detroit. A third and deciding game will be played on
Sept. 16, if necessary.

Loaiza and Halladay notch 19th wins
Mexican righthander Esteban Loaiza (19-6) became the American League's first
19-game winner Saturday when the Chicago White Sox defeated the Cleveland
Indians 8-5.
Later during the day, Toronto’s Roy Halladay (19-6) equaled Loaiza’s mark in a
1-0, 10-inning victory over Detroit.
Loaiza is set to pitch Thursday night against Brad Radke (11-10) and the
Minnesota Twins.

U.S. women rout Mexico
The United States Women's National Soccer Team thrashed México, 5-0, in its
final tune-up match at Spartan Stadium prior to the start of the Women's World
Cup. The United States will begin the defense of their 1999 World Cup Cup title
on Sept. 21 against Sweden in Washington, D.C.

MLB WILDCARD STANDINGS
American
Boston
Seattle
Minnesota
Kansas City
Toronto
Anaheim
Baltimore
Texas
Cleveland
Tampa Bay

Won Lost
85 - 60
82 - 62
76 - 68
73 - 70
73 - 72
70 - 75
66 - 79
65 - 79
63 - 82
58 - 85

GB
--2.5
8.5
11.0
12.0
15.0
19.0
19.5
22.0
26.0

LEFT
17
18
18
19
17
17
17
19.5
17
19

DIV
East
West
Cen.
Cen.
East
West
East
West
Cen.
East

National
Florida
Philadelphia
Los Angeles
Chi Cubs
Houston
St. Louis
Arizona
Montreal
Pittsburgh
Colorado

Won Lost
81 - 65
80 - 65
77 - 66
77 - 67
77 - 67
75 - 70
73 - 72
72 - 73
65 - 78
66 - 80

GB
--0.5
2.5
3.0
3.0
5.5
7.5
8.5
14.5
15.0

LEFT
16
17
19
18
18
17
17
17
19
16

DIV
East
East
West
Cen.
Cen.
Cen.
West
East
Cen.
West

CBL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
Monday, Sept. 1
Jackson 5, Amarillo 2
Tuesday, Sept. 2
Jackson 6, Amarillo 0
Wednesday, Sept. 4
Jackson 4, Amarillo 3, 10 inn., Jackson wins
championship series 3-0.

MEXICAN SOCCER LEAGUE
Team
U.A.G.
Santos
Irapuato
U.N.A.M.
Tigres
Toluca
Veracruz
Atlante
Necaxa
Cruz Azul
Morelia
Puebla
Pachuca
Guadalajara
Club San Luis
Monterrey
América
Chiapas
Atlas
Querétaro

W-D-L
4-1-1
3-2-1
3-2-1
3-2-1
3-1-1
3-1-1
2-3-1
2-2-1
1-5-0
2-2-1
2-2-2
2-2-2
1-4-1
2-1-3
1-3-2
1-3-2
1-2-3
1-1-4
0-2-4
0-1-5

GF:GA
9:6
11:4
10:6
11:9
11:4
9:6
10:10
10:8
9:7
6:4
9:10
8:10
5:5
6:8
7:7
9:10
9:11
5:12
6:12
5:16

PTS
13
11
11
11
10
10
9
8
8
8
8
8
7
7
6
6
5
4
2
1

Week 6 results: Chiapas 2, U.N.A.M. 5; Morelia 3,
Necaxa 3; San Luis 1, U.A.G. 3; Atlas 2, Monterrey 3;
América 1, Irapuato 0; Pachuca 0, Puebla 2; Querétaro
1, Guadalajara 2; Santos 3, Veracruz 0; Tigres vs.
Toluca, ppd.; Atlante vs. Cruz Azul, ppd.
Week 7 Schedule Sept. 13-14: Veracruz vs. Atlante;
Cruz Azul vs. Chiapas; Monterrey vs. San Luis;
Guadalajara vs. Tigres; Necaxa vs. Querétaro; América
vs. Atlas; U.N.A.M. vs. Pachuca; Irapuato vs. Toluca;
Puebla vs. Morelia; U.A.G. vs. Santos.
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BENTSEN

Entrance to Bentsen Park announces World Birding Center.

In the future, cars will
no longer be permitted
inside the park. Vehicles
will have to be parked outside the park entrance and
visitors will be trammed
in.
The new direction in
which Bentsen State Park
is headed should make it
more people- and naturefriendly, and it remains a
good place to enjoy the
outdoors and burn off
some calories in the
process. Just make sure to
bring along some insect
repellent.

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

The fish-cleaning area at Bentsen Park overlooking resaca.

continued from page 16

Zacatecas," Mitchell said.
Zacatecas, located in the
Mexican state of Zacatecas, is
about 12 hours south of the
border.
The team there expressed
interest in the former Bronc
after he lit them up for 24
points, but he has not been
able to get ahold of representatives due to the team’s travel
schedule.
Mitchell set many records at
UTPA while he wore the
orange-and-green.
He was named to the inaugural NCAA Division I-AAA
Athletic Director’s Association
Scholar-Athlete Team, one of
20 student-athletes honored.

Plus, he was named to the
Academic All-Region VI team
this season. Last year, the
Copperas Cove native was
named second team AllIndependent.
He led the Broncs in scoring
during the 2002-03 season,
averaging 14.7 points per
game, was tied for the team
lead with 48 steals, and was
second with 97 assists.
Mitchell broke the singleseason record by playing 1,072
minutes, and ranks fourth on
the all-time single-season list
with 79 three-point field goals
and 222 three-point attempts
during the 2002-03 season.
The 6-foot-3 guard also is

tied for fourth on the all-time
career list at UTPA with 134
three-point field goals, and is
fifth on the all-time career list
with 351 three-point attempts.
Mitchell does have some
advice he would like to give to
college seniors looking to play
at the next level.
"When you get into the business, just take care of your
business on the court. Be
stern," Mitchell advised. "And
make sure your contract is one
that is legally binding."
Mitchell is currently getting
some job interviews and wondering if he will ever get
another chance to play at that
level.

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

Former Bronc Kevin Mitchell defends against Southern University last season.

VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

continued from page 15

from the National Minority
Championship in spring of
2002 victorious.
Last season the program
received moderate successes,
and looked to be on its way up.
When Gaynor accepted a
head coach position at Francis
Marion University, for reasons
which included being closer to
his family, he left an enticing
position as the head coach of a
Division I-A school, open for
golf instructors and coaches.
One of the would-be coaches
who pursued the position was
pro-golfer Drew Scott, who
had just completed his fourth
year on the
Canadian PGA tour.
Scott, who was
named twice as the
most valuable player of the year while
a student athlete at
Rice University in
Houston, learned
about the position
through NCAA.org
and took the necessary steps towards
Drew
securing the position.
It was announced that Scott
had landed the position Aug.
19, leaving Scott little time to
relocate to the Valley and work
with his team before the Fall
season opener on Sept. 8.

“I got down on the
29th,” Scott said. “We
basically had five days
to work before we had
our first tournament.”
In their first outing
under Scott - a tournament which was cut
short due to inclement
weather - the Broncs
took 12th of 14 teams,
but Scott believes their
chances of moving up
the ranks looked good
in the final round which
was canceled.
“We were real disappointed not to play, and
everybody
was really
eager to go
- Drew Scott, UTPA Golf Head Coach
out and perform,”
Scott said.
“There is a lot of uncertainty
“We really had a
right now from both sides,”
chance of moving
Scott said. “I’m uncertain of
up a few spots in
what they can do, and they
the final round.”
don’t know if I’m a good
Scott, who as a
coach. Hopefully after a while
one-time student
of practice we’ll both know
athlete knows how
what to expect.”
Scott
delicate the balance
Bronc Golf will resume on
can be between
Sept. 22 the Broncs traveling
traveling, studying, and playto Florence, NC to compete in
ing golf, is looking forward to
the Carolina First
this weeks break to work more
Intercollegiate tournament
with his team.
hosted by ex-head coach Mark
Scott says that the work is
Gaynor’s new team Francis
not limited to impressing style. Marion.

“

I’m uncertain
of what they
can do, and
they don’t know
if I’m a good
coach.
Hopefully after
a while of practice we’ll both
know what to
expect.

“

MITCHELL

as running water and
recreational areas," Ortiz
explained. "This is more
of a nature state park."
The park’s busy season
runs from October to
April, when 250,000 people descend on the park
for bird watching, camping, fishing, boating, hiking, and picnicking. Both
Winter Texans and locals
jam the park during this
season. However, Ortiz
commented that the park
had become too congested, which prompted the
changes and scalebacks.

Date
Aug. 29
Aug. 30
Aug. 30
Sept. 2
Sept. 5
Sept. 6
Sept. 6
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
Sept. 13
Sept. 13
Sept. 19-20
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 30
Oct. 2
Oct. 4
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Oct. 25
Oct. 31
Nov. 1
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

4
10
10
14
14
15
15
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Prop 12 vote Saturday politically important
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Opponent
Lamar
North Texas
Lehigh
P. View A&M
Tulsa
SFA
Lou.-Laf.
SWT
TCU
Ark. State
Ark.-Pine Bluff
PV A&M Tourney
Incarnate Word
Texas A&M-Int.
TAMUK
NMSU
TAMUCC
Texas A&M-Int.
Alumni
IPFW
UTSA
Texas Southern
TAMUCC
UTEP
Liga Municipal Sel.
Reynosa
TAMUK
Prairie View A&M
Texas Southern
Northern Colorado
Utah Valley State
TAMUCC
IPFW

Site
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
A
H
A
A
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
A
H
H

Time
7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
12 noon
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
5 p.m.
TBA
7 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

H
A
A
A
A
A
A

7 p.m.
noon
4 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.

Controversy. One word can drive a
person insane, place a wedge between
friends, or even turn a state upside
down; at least for the people who are
aware of the problem.
Saturday will mark the decision
about one of the controversies that
Texas has been dealing with publicly
for the last month. Though there are
22 proposed changes to amendments
in the state constitution. One such
proposition has leapt from the pile to
stand alone in recognition, proposition
12.
Proposition 12 states,“The
constitutional amendment concerning
civil lawsuits against doctors and
health care providers, and other
actions, authorizing the legislature to
determine limitations on noneconomic damages.” What this means
is that if passed, there will be
immediate authorization by the Texas
Legislature to limit non-economic
damages assessed against a provider
of medical or heath care; and after Jan
1, 2005 to limit awards in all other
types of cases.
On the surface, it basically boils
down to doctors vs. lawyers. The
former say frivolous and numerous
lawsuits have driven their malpractice
premiums sky-high. The latter claim
that higher premiums have more to do
with insurance companies and their
sinking profits than lawsuits. They are
afraid that citizens will lose out by
having decreased recourse in the event
of medical wrongdoing.
But there is a secondary issue that
has escaped the radar screen for the
most part.
The controversy centers on the
following three words included in

prop 12: “and other actions.” While
most believe Proposition 12 is for
medical malpractice cases, others say
that the words, “and other actions,”
will allow the proposition to apply to
(and protect) other entities that have
manufactured defective products.
Some of these products could include
Firestone tires, or even go as far as to
let drunken drivers, and dangerous
work sites be over protected under
Prop 12. Non-economic damages
include, mental anguish,
disfigurement, pain and suffering, and
physical impairment.
Samuel Freeman, political science
professor at UT Pan-American, says
that Proposition 12 is an extremely
regressive amendment. He believes
that most people do not realize that the
amendment is not limited simply to
medical malpractice law suits, but to
all court claims.
“This amendment is no more than
an insurance company
indemnification act which will
increase their profits,” Freeman said.
“Those who believe insurance rates
will fall, whether for medical
malpractice or liability insurance in
general will be sorely disappointed
when the rates do little more than
flicker, if that. The insurance
companies are interested in one thing
and one thing only, and that is
maximization of profit.”
Melissa Carroza, a senior political
science major, says she was upset
when she first learned about
Proposition 12, but was not surprised.
Carroza’s opinion is that Prop 12 is
headed by insurance companies
masking the amendment as a prop for
“saving our doctors” which is
propaganda.
“One question is, what about the
victims involved? They are the ones

that need protection from the
insurance giants,” Carroza said.
“They happily take our money when
the going is good; but, the moment a
claim is made, and they must pay
money out, they send their people to
Austin and lobby for help from the
politicians.”
Carroza gave the example of an
individual being involved in an auto
accident where the car catches fire
due to a faulty gas tank, and the
person is burned alive. The family of
that victim would be limited to a
certain ceiling ($750,000) of recovery
money. She feels that the amount
owed by the manufacturer who built
the faulty gas tank would be like a
slap on the hand.
On the other hand, there have been
a number of high-profile cases around
the country where ludicrous suits have
been filed, costing taxpayer money.
Supporters of Prop 12 say that suing
someone can end up being like
winning the lottery, and that if the
number of suits continues to increase,
someone eventually will go broke,
possibly the government.
There are other pro-Prop 12
reasonings.
Dr. Linda Villarreal, medical staff
member at Edinburg Regional
Medical Center, considers Proposition
12 a way to maintain public
availability of doctors.
“This proposition is designated to
limit the lawsuits that have reduced
medical services statewide,” Villarreal
said. “This is a real problem that has
to have an action taken to manage.”
Villarreal told of a doctor she knew
that was sued for malpractice and had
to attend trial, only to later find that
the plaintiff wanted to settle. This
particular plaintiff was awarded $14
million, leaving the lawyer to claim 40

percent of that figure.
“I have never seen lawyers work so
hard against something,” she said.
“When you look at it, the controversy
really surrounds the fact that they
[lawyers] would no longer have a say
in how much they receive in a trial.”
Villarreal also stated that she knows
that doctors will not leave the area in
as great a numbers if the proposition
passes. She says that argument is an
attempt to convince the public that
doctors are being rebellious against
their patients. This area has been a
hotbed for both suits and doctors
pulling up stakes and leaving.
“Right now, neurosurgeons will not
perform on you in the Valley out of
fear of being reprimanded in case of a
mistake.” Villareal said. “This
proposition will not only protect
doctors against a lawsuit from people
who develop an infection after surgery
and want to blame the surgeon, but it
also limits the insurance abuse.”
From still another angle, attorney
John Escamilla, for the law firm of
Rodriguez, Tovar and De los Santos,
insists that the controversy is about the
design the Legislature created when
coming up with this proposition.
Saturday, Sept. 13 marks an odd time
for such elections.
“By design, this proposition was
made to be voted upon not in
November when more voters come
out, but now, when fewer people
really care about voting for these
propositions,” Escamilla said. “Other
than the doctor and nursing staff that
will definitely be voting for this, there
isn’t really a large amount of people
heading out to vote.”
To counteract the argument
Villarreal made, Escamilla explained
how with the passing of the
proposition, people who will try to

obtain a collection in trial will receive
around $50,000 since lawyers will
receive 40 percent of the money, and
that amount isn’t guaranteed if there is
a decision to settle.
“The legislature is using doctors
because the public is sympathetic to
them,” Escamilla said. “No one wants
to lose their doctors so they will want
to vote for the bill to assist their
physicians. This bill is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.”
In the early voting session, 1.8 to
2.5 percent of registered voters in
Texas actually voted this past week.
This leads to the conclusion that only
two percent of Texas - plus the voters
on Saturday - will actually decide the
future of this proposition, as well as
the other 21 that are listed on the
ballot.
“I was in Dallas two weeks ago and
the citizens there were just as clueless
about the proposition as they are in the
Rio Grande Valley,” said Escamilla.
“Basically people haven’t seen the
depth of this particular proposition.”
With the voting happening this
weekend, students at UTPA have a
chance to add their voice to the
decision. If they decide to vote, which
is a big if.
“Students generally know little or
nothing about the amendments. The
vast majority will not vote on
Saturday,” Freeman said. “Most of the
ones who do will not know anything
about what they are voting for or
against.”
Freeman stated that research data
consistently shows voters who go to
the polls to vote on amendments are
unarmed with knowledge. Research
also shows the vast majority of people
do not even bother to vote in these

See PROP 12 page 5

Local paper carves out niche in community
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Since The Edinburg Daily Review was
founded 89 years ago, it has passed
through many hands. Along the way it has
carved out a reputation to many as a
trailblazer in modern-day muckraking.
OWNERSHIP
The Edinburg Daily Review is the only
family-owned daily newspaper in Texas
south of Corpus Christi. Newspapers
must release at least four issues per week
to classify as a daily. With backing from
the Hidalgo Publishing Company Inc., the
Daily Review releases publications on
Tuesday through Friday, and a weekend
edition is available on Saturday. The
paper is an eight-page broadsheet.
In 1914, founder Andres Chavez
published what is now known as the
Edinburg Daily Review under the name
Revista del Valle, or The Valley Review,
as a weekly Spanish language newspaper.
The switch from a Spanish publication
to an English publication took place in
1927 when Marshall McIlhenny purchased
the paper. W.R. Montgomery was owner

“

of The Valley
We used to be an afternoon paper until
Review in the
1930s, and sold the
about six or seven years ago. When I
paper to Allen
started off it was an afternoon paper, then
Engleman in 1946.
On July 4, 1948,
it became a morning paper, because
The Valley Review
people would complain that by the time
became the
Edinburg Daily
they got the paper news would be old.
Review. The
- Beng Lim,
change occurred
City and school editor of The Edinburg Daily Review
one year after
KURV-AM went
on the radio
According to Lim the paper has used the
airwaves. James Mathis took control as
same machine to complete pagination for
owner and editor of the Daily Review
many years.
from 1965 until his death in 1988. His
What has changed over the years is the
widow, Pearl Mathis, took ownership and
paper’s release time. Originally reporters
currently produces the paper.
turned in their stories by noon, and the
paper would be on the shelf by one that
AFTERNOON TO MORNING
day. But afternoon papers are a thing of
the past, as are cut-and-paste news rooms
Beng Lim, city and school editor of the
for the most part computer pagination has
Daily Review, explains Pearl Mathis’
replaced pencil and paper.
involvement in the publication process:
“We used to be an afternoon paper until
“She comes in nightly from twelve to six
about six or seven years ago,” said Lim.
to do the pagination, and she gets the
“When I started off it was an afternoon
stories from the wire.”
paper, then it became a morning paper,
Pagination is a process of placing
because people would complain that by
stories from a computer onto the page.
the time they got the paper news would be

“
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old.”
LOCAL FOCUS
Since 1914, the Daily Review has
provided residents of Edinburg with
news that is pertinent to the city.
Lim said the paper’s coverage
focuses on the Edinburg City Council,
County Commissioners, the courthouse,
and other local issues. He explains that
with such a concentrated focus they can
cover issues in a more in-depth fashion.
According to Jim McKone, public
relations officer for the Hidalgo County
Historical museum, the Daily Review
covers local high school and University of
Texas-Pan American stories better than
The Monitor.
The papers definitely have a rivalry
going on several fronts, though it is
unstated.
EDINBURG DAILY REVIEW VERSUS
THE MONITOR
According to Lim, personnel has been
cut back because it is becoming difficult

See DAILY REVIEW page 5
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Professor addresses article
To the Editor:
I applaud Omaira Galarza's article on
anxiety for bringing attention to a topic that
affects many students. However, I would
like to comment on a couple of issues that
the article addressed.
Firstly, the term psychosomatic is used to
imply that the problem may not be real. The
term psychosomatic refers to the influence
of the mind on the body, thus mental stress
may exacerbate or generate physical
conditions such as cardiovascular disease or
certain skin disorders.
The division of mind and body is believed
by many to be quite artificial: think of a
time when an embarrassing thought made
the capillaries in your cheeks dilate (you
blushed). That in no way discredits the

letters

■

notion that a minority of students might
feign anxiety to manipulate, but this is a
separate issue from whether genuine anxiety
is psychosomatic in the sense that it is not
real.
I might mention that I currently teach a
course on mind-body interactions, which
goes into considerably greater detail into
these issues, and Dr. Etzel Cardeña teaches
a graduate course on hypnosis, an area that
exemplifies the intimate connection between
psychological processes such as beliefs and
attitudes, and physiological responses.
With reference to the discussion of drug
treatments, particularly Paxil, researchers
reported this summer that Paxil may
increase the risk of suicide-related behaviors
in children and adolescents under eighteen
years of age.
Prior research has indicated that Paxil is

editorials

■

cartoons

no more effective than sugar pills in the
treatment of childhood depression and is
thus not FDA approved for such use. Still,
off label prescriptions are still made at the
discretion of physicians.
Even given these results it is important
not to abruptly stop such medications. There
is no current evidence to suggest that these
risks carry over to adults or other SSRIs
(selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors)
such as Prozac and Zoloft.
For more information about this, you can
access the FDAs website at:
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/paxil
/default.htm

GARBAGE TIME

Area struggles with recycling problems
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
With all the focus that has
been created surrounding the
war in Iraq, the fight for Texas
redisticting, and even the
wedding of Ben and J Lo,
society often forgets about the
life that is right in front of them.
This includes the major issue of
practicing envronmental
conservations. Some places like
the city of Austin, have been
practicing recycling for decades.
Yet in the Rio Grande Valley,
there seems to be a lack of
participation in the practice.
The landfill north of Edinburg
filled up way ahead of schedule,
and the trash continues to pour
in. Meanwhile, in some places
like Austin, citizens have

practiced sound environmental
conservation for decades since
the 1960s by recycling their
garbage or by making it easier
for maintenance workers to do
so.
Something is holding the
Valley back from making
effective use of recycling.
Ramiro Gomez,
superintendent of the Edinburg
landfill operations, says that
even though the city of Edinburg
is attempting to increase the
amount of recycling, it will be a
while before that comes into
effect.
“Right now, there are outreach
programs such as the 20/20
environment committee, and
education in elementary schools,
and a minor program at UTPA,”
Gomez said. “However, the

Readers with disabilities may
request an alternative format of
this publication
at The Pan
American business office.
For special assistance to attend
any event listed
in this publication, contact the
coordinator of the
event at least one
week prior to the
advertised date.
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American
Bulldozers move debris at the landfill north of Edinburg.

The Lady Broncs off to best start despite
losing in five games to Texas State
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
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“

I think the culture of the Rio Grande
Valley has to do a lot with lack of
individual recycling. People tend to be
materialistic and buy what they want
and then just throw it away without
thinking about recycling.
- Ramiro Gomez,
Superintendent of the Edinburg landfill operations

process of educating the
community about the procedures
of recycling is going to take
time to reach every individual.
Then to follow through with the
proper recycling is going to be
on the shoulders of the
individual.”
When recycling, there usually
is separation of glass, plastic,
aluminum and other materials
into their own tubs so they can
be recycled separately.
Afterward individuals must
make sure to clean the materials
or else they could damage the
entire mass at the recycling
center. Milk still in a container
or food stuck to a tin may go
unnoticed by the time they enter
the recycling machine, therefore
causing the materials to be
unacceptable.
There is a definite lack of
knowledge about recycling here,
and as a result the individual
tubs collected by municipal
workers in other, larger cities
have not been approved yet.
“It’s definitely a long-term
plan, and we’ve actually looked
into it, but we are going through

the process of education so that
people don’t throw everything
they can into those blue tubs,”
Gomez said.
At the moment, the city of
Mcallen only recycles 14
percent of all waste compared to
a much higher rate in Austin.
Some people have their
explanations for why the area
does not do as well a job at this
as others.
“I think the culture of the Rio
Grande Valley has to do a lot
with lack of individual
recycling,” Gomez said. “People
tend to be materialistic and buy
what they want and then just
throw it away without thinking
about recycling. It’s been like
that for so long and it doesn’t
seem to carry many
consequences, so they continue
doing it.”
Some point to the size of the
cities in the Valley as a possible
reason for the slow growth of
recycling popularity. Often in
larger cities, progressive ideas
have a tendency to take root

See RECYCLING page 12
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UTPA loses in five, TCU tourney next

Grant Benham, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Dept. Psychology and Anthropology
University of Texas - Pan American
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Heather Bravo slams a shot past a Bobcat defender.

Lady Bronc volleyball season will
resume this weekend
with the team traveling
to Fort Worth to compete in the Texas
Christian University
Adidas Invitational - a
two-day, three-game
tournament against
TCU, Arkansas State,
and Arkansas-Pine
Bluff.
The Lady Broncs, at
3-5, are off to their
best start in three seasons will look toward
this weekend’s action
as a means to strengthen that record.
Head coach Dave
Thorn is pleased with
the results he has seen
thus far from his predominantly freshman
squad.
“It’s always tough
with freshman,” Thorn

said. “But they’ve
been playing especially well.”
The Lady Broncs are
coming off a 3-2
defeat at the hands of
the Texas State-San
Marcos team at home
on Tuesday.
They won the first
and fourth matches
against the Lady
Bobcats, but were
unable to take control
of the decisive fifth
match to claim the
home victory.
“Texas State is a
well coached team,
and it was an exciting
game,” Thorn said.
Though the defeat
was unfortunate, and a
tough loss, it did show
some areas in which
the Lady Broncs must
improve in order to be
successful.
“We didn’t do as
good a job of blocking
as we needed to,”
Thorn said. “We

missed a lot of blocks
and had to rely on our
back row defense too
often.”
Heather Bravo, who
led the Lady Broncs
with 18 digs came up
with a nice spike to
silence a three-point
run midway through
the final game, but the
Lady Broncs could not
come back from an 0-3
opening to the Bobcats
and lost the fifth
match 15-10.
Last season the Lady
Broncs faced TCU in
the Fieldhouse, and
fell in a similar fivematch series. Thorn
hopes that this season
the outcome will be
different.
“We’re going to use
pretty much the same
lineup as we did in
Tuesday’s match
against TCU,” Thorn
said. “We’re just going
to have to step up our
game.”

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Jaclyn Muszynski drills a hard shot over the net.

New coaches arrive for tennis and golf
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
This season will see
changes at both the helms
of the men’s golf and tennis programs, as two head
coaches relocate to fill
positions at UTPA.
After a lengthy search
and application process
UTPA has named Eduardo
Provencio head coach of
Bronc tennis - a position
left open when Todd
Chapman relocated to
Ennis. And Drew Scott has
been named as head golf
coach, and will replace
Mark Gaynor who left
UTPA to head coach last
year’s Division II
Champions the Francis
Marion University Swamp
Foxes.
The search for the new
head coaches involved a
national advertising campaign through mediums
such as the NCAA News
and other sport specific
publications; a local
advertisement campaign;
an internal search; and a
system of networking with
well known and respected
members of college athletic programs, according to
UTPA Director of

just someone who is there
Athletics William
during practice and conWeidner.
tests.”
“The search involved a
Student athlete’s well
lengthy process,” Weidner
being and opinions were
said. “We didn’t want to
such strong factors in the
leave any stone unturned.
search
We wanted
to fill
as strong a
the
pool of cancoachdidates as we
I think I’m a
ing
could find.”
voids,
According
little harder
that in
to Weidner
the
the criteria
on the
case
used in
students than
of the
recruiting
tennis
each head
they’re used
procoach
gram,
included a
to.
athstrong track
- Eduardo Provencio
letes
record in
Head Tennis Coach
were
regards to
past athletic
allowed an interview
programs, but the univerprocess - in a classroom
sity was also interested in
an individual who placed a setting - where they were
able to ask questions
high priority on academic
about the coaching style
accomplishment, and an
and technique of - at that
individual who would be
time - potential head
available to student athcoach Eduardo Provencio.
letes in roles not strictly
The result of the large
limited to athletics.
scale search and lengthy
“We want to stress to
application process prostudent athletes that a
duced what Weidner
degree is the most imporbelieves are two highly
tant part of the program,”
qualified individuals who
Weidner said. “We want
compliment the athletic
coaches who care about
program which Weidner
the athletes as people not
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Eduardo Provencio, who
as head coach of
Metropolitan State College
in Denver lead his team to
four conference championships, and is coming out
of a season in which he
was named Rocky
Mountain Athletic
Conference Men’s and
Women’s Coach of the
Year.
Provencio, who learned
of the opening through a
mutual acquaintance of
TENNIS
Chapman’s, cited the
After leading the Broncs weather condition in the
Rio Grande Valley as one
to a 13-8 record, a second
of the big
place finish in
draws to relothe Southland
cating to
Conference,
UTPA.
and being
“I was talknamed the
ing to the golf
SLC head
coach yestercoach of the
day and I was
year last seasaying ‘We
son, Todd
should do great
Chapman
down here,”
stepped down
Provencio said.
as UTPA head
“When you
coach to take
Provencio
look at the
an assistance
average yearly
coach position
temperature
at Ennis High
being 78 degrees, those
School - an opportunity
conditions are perfect for
which allowed Chapman
outside sports.”
to be closer to his family.
For Provencio Denver,
To replace Chapman
albeit a great place to live,
UTPA has brought in
has headed for the past
five years.
“What we now have in
place is a program of outstanding people, coaches
and administrators, who
could work anywhere in
the country,” Weidner
said. “Are program is
gaining respect, and we
feel like we have everything in place to move forward.”

had a climate that got in
the way of outdoor games.
“You would have days
where you would get three
feet of snow,” Provencio
said. “Three days later it
would be 70 degrees outside. Sometimes you
would have indoor tournaments that would last until
2 a.m., because you were
forced to change venue
because of weather. But
that’s II-A tennis.”
As far as working with
his new crew of student
athletes Provencio is optimistic about this season’s
results.
“I think I’m a little
harder on the students
than they’re used to,”
Provencio said. “I’m looking for the same structure,
but a stronger caliber. The
women are looking pretty
strong, and I think the top
of the lineup is on par.”
GOLF
Underneath Mark
Gaynor the UTPA Bronc
golf program achieved its
first ever National
Championship victory,
when they walked away

See COACHES page 14
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Bentsen offers outdoor exercise options
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park offers a wide variety of outdoor activities to burn off a few
calories as well as leisure activities that attract thousands each year.
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
Traditionally state parks offer a
wide array of activities and attractions for everyone and can provide
an excellent and economical way to
stay fit as well.
Hiking, jogging or bicycling along
the winding trails of the 587.7-acre
Bentsen-Río Grande Valley State
Park, located along the Río Grande
in Mission, is enough to test anyone’s stamina, But the feel of the
outdoors is nothing that can be
duplicated in the confines of a gym.
The four miles of road in the subtropical park provide a better view
than a treadmill in an air-conditioned
gym, and a gym would cost anywhere from $25 to $100 a month for
the use of
often cramped facilities. In addition, the changing scenery and sights
around the park are enough to distract you from a workout so that you
won’t know if you’ve jogged, biked
or hiked one mile or four since there
are no clocks, timers, or people waiting in line behind you to use a
machine.
This type of exercise combined

with the outdoors is a bit off the
beaten path, but it is a nice change
of pace.
"We have a lot of bikers and sometimes I have to slow them down,"
Park Manager and UTPA alumnus
Ray Ortiz said. "They like the winding roads."
Ortiz, a native of Peñitas and a La
Joya High School graduate (1968),
joined the Marine Corps; he was
wounded in Vietnam and came home
in 1970.
Upon his return to the Valley,
Ortiz went to work at the park where
he decided to make it a career. He
enrolled at UTPA and graduated in
1974.
One of the leisure sports that can
be enjoyed at Bentsen State Park is
fishing and boating.
The park counts with a boat
launch although the water is currently too low to support more than
canoes or motorcraft under 12 horsepower.
The resaca is 15 to 20 feet below
level now, despite a decent
spring/summer rainfall.
The park stocks the resaca, also
known as an abandoned river branch,
with bass. It used to be part of the

Río Grande in the 1800s. Currently,
the park is offering fishing without a
license within Bentsen Park through
Aug. 28, 2004.
In addition, the park is also one of
the top 10 areas in the country for
bird watching and is a future home
of part of the World Birding Center,
which encompasses nine municipalities throughout the Valley.
There are approximately over 300
species of birds that migrate to the
area. Ortiz likes to think of the
Valley as a rest stop for the migrating birds.
"It’s just on the way," he noted.
"It’s a perfect place for migration."
Camping has been one of the
many offerings at the park, although
that is changing.
The park is becoming more of
nature preserve and has done away
with RV camping. There are only 10
camp sites for tent camping available.
The park’s move in this direction
was spurred by the need to protect
the land and the unique species of
animals found there.
"Most people think of state parks

See BENTSEN page 14
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EVALUATING EVALUATIONS
Faculty Senate survey results bandied about
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
The 2003 Faculty Senate
evaluations of administrators are
out and the numbers are not
pretty. But do the numbers mean
what the respondents think they
mean? Or are the high-level
administrators being critiqued
failing to take heed of legitimate
faculty criticism?
The University of Texas-Pan
American Faculty Senate is a
group of full-time faculty who
get together and confront issues
and/or problems with
administration.
Every three years, the Senate

distributes a faculty evaluation of
administrators where 25
statements rated in five different
categories reflect faculty opinions
on the current administration and
its work. It is in the form of a
questionnaire, which goes only to
full-time faculty. It asks opinions
on trust and morale, and about
the faculty views on how
effective administrator
communication is.
Administrators being evaluated
are the president, provost, and
each dean of the six colleges.
Their numbers for this year
include: 40 percent are not
satisfied with the performance of
President Miguel A. Nevarez; for

Kevin Mitchell takes a shot against Schreiner in 2002.

See COLONIA page 2
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Former Bronc standout
Kevin Mitchell had a
tremendous two-year stint
at The University of
Texas-Pan American, but
he is now realizing that
basketball at the next
level is strictly a business.
After graduating from
Pan Am in the spring of
2003, the Central Texas
native remained in the
Valley to polish up his
game and give the pro
level a shot. He did not
realize at this point what
an emotional roller coaster ride he was in for.
Mitchell was given a
shot at the pros when he
received a tryout from a
semi-pro team in
Matamoros, located

aren’t doing the right
across the border from
thing."
Brownsville, in in the
Mitchell made a road
state of Tamaulipas. The
trip with
organithe team
zation
and played
liked
It’s pretty bad
very well.
what it
out there, people
His team
saw and
will backstab
lost all
kept him
you. You know it
three road
on the
is a business to
games, but
roster.
them, and it is
he scored
But he
all about
24, 12, and
soon
money.
28 points.
found
Matamoros
out that
- Kevin Mitchell
was only
trust is
carrying
rare in
two
pro
Americans on the roster
sports.
and was anxiously await"It’s pretty bad out
ing the arrival of the rest
there, people will backstab you. You know it is a of their players.
He knew that nothing
business to them, and it is
was stable in this busiall about money,"
ness, but he figured with
Mitchell said. "They will
performances like the
do whatever they can to
ones he’d had, there was
make money, even if they

nothing to worry about.
However, that was not the
case.
"They released me and
another American even
though I was averaging
over 20 points a game,"
Mitchell said.
The team is now under
new ownership and play
has improved, but seemingly not enough to justify getting rid of a player
who produces 20 points a
game.
The owners have been
in contact with the guard,
but Mitchell is still
exploring his options.
Another ex-Bronc, Mire
Chatman, also found the
going tough after leaving
UTPA.
"I might go back there
or I might end up going to

See MITCHELL page 14
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TWO YEARS LATER:
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Bird watching is the main attraction at Bentsen State Park.

Matamoros cuts Mitchell,
learns hoops is all business
By MATT HALL
The Pan American

FACULTY SENATE EVALUATION QUESTION

Rodolfo Arevalo, provost/vice
president for academic affairs, 58
percent expressed the same
negative sentiment.
There is a catch. Numbers have
shown that faculty response to
the evaluations has been low. Out
of 476 full-time faculty only 211
took time to complete the survey.
That response rate calls into
question the reliability of the
study. Usually, 60 percent is the
rate that such research shoots for.
However, the numbers also show
that those faculty members who
did complete the evaluation gave
the administrators a low ranking.

Sept. 11 dawns in time of turmoil
By MARITZA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
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Two unnamed UTPA campus officers lower the American flag.

Questions remain. Memories also.
Sometimes fears.
It has been two years since the
nation was rudely awakened by the
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The world
watched in astonishment as the World
Trade Centers went to the ground in
flames. Nearly 3,000 lives were lost
and Americans stood in disbelief as
terrorism hit the homeland.
Like with the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy in 1963,
few will forget where they were and
what they were doing when the news
hit.
"It was a surreal moment," said 20year-old Christina Harris. "I thought
the worst, I was worried other places
would get hit."
Harris, a junior advertising major at
UTPA, found out about the attacks on
the radio while driving to campus.
Like many students making their way
to their to class that morning, Harris
didn't know details about what had
happened until she got a chance to
watch the news.
Sophomore Carla Pena recalls
watching the events unfold through a
New York-based television station.
"I was shocked and amazed," said

“

It was a surreal moment. I thought
the worst, I was worried other
places would get hit.
- Christina Harris,
UTPA junior

Pena. "Someone finally targeted us
and pulled it off. People were frantic
and scared they weren't acting,” she
added.
Now it is two years later, and the
remembrances today will be many.
From solemn parades to flag
ceremonies and moments of silence,
the nation today recalls a startling
moment which changed things forever
according to many observers.
This event altered the attitudes of
many people around the country. After
the terrorist attack, red, white, and
blue decorated homes, cars, and cities
as if on a reflex. The nation seemed
defensive and defiant. Patriotism rose
to a new level and U.S. foreign
political relationships became intense.
Americans now realized that even a

“
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"superpower" like the United States is
vulnerable to terrorist attacks.
Since 9/11 the United States has
taken a more aggressive attitude
toward protecting the nation and
dealing with foreign enemies. Antiterrorism and preventing dangerous
weapons from getting into the wrong
hands have become primary foreign
policy goals. The war in Iraq wound
down recently but the peace has been
somewhat warlike. Having our troops
fighting in foreign lands like
Afghanistan and Iraq makes a good
portion of the country uncomfortable,
but polls still reflect a majority of
citizens in favor of the efforts.
Still, these policies have not met

See 9/11 page 11

